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ployment for its workers and the retarding
of development in the Yampi area.” Yampi
is not an area capable of development: it
is an island. T have already made it clear
to Mr. Thomson that if he had taken the
trouble he could have learned that there was
no chance of tropical or cultural develop-
ment in that part of the State and that
anyone would have to fall back upon
cattle, sheep, etc.; also, that if there
had been any possibility of doing anything
more than grow cattle, sheep and peanufs,
I am quite satisfied that the present Minis-
ter for the North-West, who for many years
was tropical adviser to the Government,
would not have spent so many years in the
North without having found a solution of
the problem that Mr. Thomson tells us can
be solved. I have nothing more to say ex-
cept to ¢cppose the amendment.

HON, C. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[8.52]: While I intend to speak to the
amendment, I may find it rather difficult not
to trench on the motion, When the motion
was first submitted, my definite intention
was t0 oppose it, for the reasons that have
alrgady becen advanced by several members,
the principal one being that there is a short-
age of iron ore in the Commonwealth. Fig-
ures have been given, however, and the
-opinion has been expressed that the supply
of iron ore will last a good deal longer than
the periods that have been mentioned. An-
other reason for my epposition te the motion
is that it is not advisable that the Japanese
should be supplied with the ore. As condi-
tions appear to be turning out, it seems that
‘the Federal Government was entirely justi-
fied in imposing the embargo. The Federal
Government must have had good reasons for
taking the action it did. A suggestion was
advanced that the embarge would interfere
with vested interests. I do not take any
notice of that. When Mr. Thomson moved
his amendment, T thought there was soma-
thing in it, that we in Western Australia
were being deprived of an industry that
would have been of inestimable advantage io
the State, and that ifs development wounld
have tuvrned out fo be something that was
urgently needed to assist in opening up the
northern areas. Had the circumstanees heen
ordinary instead of extraordinary, I might
have voted for the amendment to request
compensation. T am inelined to think that
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had that suggestion been put to the Federal
Government in normal times, consideration
might have heen given to it. Cireumstances
are, however, entirely altered, and we are
on the verge of an emergency. For that
reason I intend to vote against the amend-
ment and the motion as well.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House udjonrned at 8.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—EGGS, PULP IMPORTS,

Mr. THORN asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: What cuantity of egg pulp has
heen imported inte this Stale during the
past six months?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
veplied : 186,151 Ibs.

QUESTION—LOTTERIES COMMISSION,

Agencies in Starting-price Betting Shops.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Min-
ister representing the Minister for Police:
1, Is he aware that hundreds of shops deal-
ing in starting-price betting throughout the
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State sell lottery tickets and exhibit lotfery
posters? 2, Has the Lotteries Commission
the sanction of the Government to grant
licenses to shops carrying on an illicit trade?
3, Jf not, can the Government guarantec
that such licenses will be discontinued?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The appointment of agents
to sell lotiery tickets is not the funcfion of
the Government hut devolves entirely upon
the Lotteries Commission. 3, Answered by
No. 2.

QUESTION—DAIRY PRODUCTS
MARKETING BOARD,
Manjimup Dairy Produce Co.

Mr. MecLLARTY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that a statement
published in the “Manjimup Mail” last week
eredits him with having called a conference
of the Dairy Products Marketing Board and
the Manjimup Dairy Produce Co., and hav-
ing advised the company not to sign any
agreement with the board? 2, Did he eall
such a conference? 3, If so, why were ths
producers’ representatives on the Board not
invited? 4, Is the statement that he advised
the Manjimup Dairy Produce Co. not to
sign any agreement with the board eorreet?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2 and 8, In view of an
urgent need to eonfer with the chairman and
some members of the board in the presence
of representatives of the Manjimup Dairy
Produce Company, the matter was disenssed
at short notice with the chairman. At my
request, in an endeavour fo end the dispute
and with the chaivman’s concurrence, the
meeting was arranged. 4, My advice to the
Manjimup company was that the agreement
should not be signed at that stage, if they
needed any proviso, or to sign with reserva-
tions which might tend to defer finality in
the dispute between the parties.

BILL—BASIL MURRAY CO-OPERATIVE
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND.

Introduced by the Minister for Agricul-
ture and read a first {ime.

MOTION—RURAL RELIEF.
Commonwealth Funds, To Re-allocale.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [4.36]: T move—

That the Commonwealth having tentatively
«llotted to this State the sum of £1,560,000 for
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rural relief purposes under the Loan (Farmers®
Debts Adjustment) Act, 1935, it is the opinion
of this House that £350,000 should be re-
allveated for rebabilitation purpeses such as
the replacement of machinery, ete., it to he
understood that the present total allocation to
Western Australia shall not be exceeded by
reason of the suggested re-allocation.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion the hon.
member proposces to move may, in some cir-
cumstanees, be interpreted as influencing,
if not directing, an appropriation. The
special civcumstances of this case have,
however, been examined, and they are not
considered to involve that interpretation.
The hon. member may proceed,

Mr. BOYLE: I do not know whether i
am entitled to comment on your remarks in
accepting the motion, Mr. Speaker, but
when members move a motion of this des-
cription they certainly intend to give a
lead or a direction. I would indeed be
sorry if any member were prevented from
bringing forward such a motion. In any
event, I desire to express my appreciation

of your aetion in this matter. In 1935 the
Commonwealth Government passed the

Loan (Farmers’ Debts Adjustment) Act,
the purpose of which was to deal with the
tremendous overload of indebtedness ecar-
ried by the farmers of Australia, and {o
cnable the States, by means of funds ad-
vanced by the Commonwealth Parliament,
to seenre, through uniform Aects, the com-
pounding or suspension of those debts. The
amount allotted under the Commonwealth
Act was £10,000,000, with a reserve or con-
tingency fund of £2,100,000, making & total
of £12,700,000, which was allotted propor-
tionately to the States to enable the State
Governments to compound the debts of the
farmers. The Royal Commission en Flour
and Wheat pointed out that the indebted-
ness of the wheat farmers of Australia
aggregated the colossal sum of £151,000,000,

while their assets, which, of ecourse,
were merely book assets, represented
£136,000,000, leaving a deficiency of

£15,000,000. That means to say that, vir-
tually, the wheatgrowing industry of Aus-
tralia, from an accounting point of view,
15 bankeupt. I¥n the circumstances, the
Commonwealth Government, in its wisdom,
decided to pass a Loan Aet to raise
£12,000,000, and the States were allotted
varions sums. In Western Australia its
proportion was handled under the provi-
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sions of the Rural Relief Fund Aet, aud
by that means good work has been done.
I'he secured debt position has not been at-
tacked to any great extent but the individual
farmer bhas been relieved of many irritating
unseeured debts. The amouut of money we
in Western Australia have received under
the Rural Relief Fund Act out of the
£1,560,000 authorised is £764,000, and this
vear a further £300,000 has been allotted.
That brings the amount to £1,064,000. I
think I am safe in saying that the trustees
have practieally finished their work. They
have gone as far as they can go and the
reason is not far to seek. What has {been
cleared up is the unsecured debt position.
The seecured debfs remain virtwually un-
touched. Some second mortgages have been
cleared up, as have some secured debts, but
in the main the secured debts position is un-
changed. The Commission pointed out that
the Associated Banks and the trustee com-
panies of the State have advanced about
£8,500,000, and that debt vemains practically
untouched to-day. That is largely the non-
governmental secured debts of the farmers or
the wheatgrowers in Western Australia, We
have in Federal loan reserve the amount of
£196,000. There is nothing original in my
suggestion. If members glance at the an-
nual report of the trustees—a very valuable
doeument, which is lying on the Table—they
will disecover that the trusiees are very em-
phatie in this regard. They have pointed
out the illogicality of adjusting the debts of
the farmers, and at the same time giving
them nothing with which to earry on; par-
ticularly difficult is it for the farmer whose
machinery is obsolete or worn-out.  The
adjustment of debts has been of great bene-
fit to the creditors of the farmers, but the
henefit to the farmers themselves has becn
of a rather negative kind. Their debts have
been adjusted but they have not themselves
received any help at all to enable them to
earry on. Having that in mind, the trustees,
in the concluding portion of their report,
said—

The nosition is still diffieult in connection
with machinery replacements and the trustees
again express the opinion that their activities
wonld be much more effective if a portion of
the fund ecould he utilised for rehahilitation
purpeses in addition to debt adjustment.

Incidentally, T might inform the House
that the expenditure incurred in administer-
ing the Rural Relief Fund Act last year was
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£7,023 19s. 11d.  The revenue from the
farmers received by way of fees and other
charges amounted to £4,383 13s. 8d., leaving
a balance of £2,640 6s. 2d. against the Gov-
ernwent for one year's administration in the
disharsement of £300,000. That is less than
1 per cent. of the total amount distributed.
The £300,000 distributed has gone into the
commercial channels of the State. Thus the
(Government, through that particular depart-
ment, has called upon the farmers to contri-
bute £4,383 13s. 94. out of a total of
£7,023 19s, 11d. It seems remarkable that
in all farmers’ legislation—and I will be
candid enough te add, particeularly Federal
farmers' legislation—there is an inherent
weakness. CUnder thiz particular Act
£12,100 has been tentatively allotted. Quite
recently with less than half the money raised
the Commonwealth Government calmly pro-
posed that there should be ne further bor-
rowings for this partienlar purpose, and a
good deal of effort was required to change
that view. I will say this to the credit of
the Minister for Lands, that he did advocate
that a eertain portion of the money should
be used towards the replacement of machin-
evy. I reeall another piece of legislation that
was passed by the Seullin Government-—I
hold no brief for any particular Government
—and that legislation provided for the
farmer to receive 3s. per bushel f.ob. That
Bill passed through the House of Repre-
senfatives and was agreed to by a majority
of ahout 30. Tt was also agreed o by the
Senate and was placed on the statute-hook.
But we never heard any more about it.
T'pon making application, we were told that
some constitutional issue was involved.

My. Warner: We were told not to be in-
uisitive.

Mr. Patrick: We were told that the bank
wonld not pay the money.

My, BOYLE: The fact remains that the
National Parliament of Australia agreed to
give the wheatoerowers 3= fo.b, and it was
the responsibilitv nf the Federal Govern-
ment, and not the responsibilty of the bank,
to carry out thai partienlar promise and to
adhere to the sclemn contract entered into.

This State had this vear to ficht to obtain
£300.000  for the adjustment of farm-

ers’ debis.  Vietoria is also having
considerable  trouble. If  the request
that £350,000 out of the tofal alloeated

should be used for rehabilitation purposes
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is granted, it will certainly mean that an
amendment of the Federal Aet will be neces-
sary, but in view of the three years’ work
that has been carried out under that Act,
and in view of the fact that the trustees of
the Rural Relicf Fund Aet in Western Aus-
tralia have practically completed their work
—and I emphasise that they have done a
good job—it is only logical that they should
be allowed to provide for those farmers
whose debts they have adjusted, the means
of purchasing tools of trade. JMembers may
be interested to know that every year the
cost of agricultural implements to this State
averages £550,000,

Mr. Sleeman: Wa should make them here.

Mr. BOYLE: We are making them in
Australia. I remind the member for Fre-
mantle {Mr. Sleeman) that it is in this re-
peet that the wheatgrower is particularly
at a disadvantage. He has to buy his tools
of trade from the dearest markets.

Mr. Slecman: They should be manufae-
tured here.

Mr. BOYLE: Of the £530,000 worth pur-
chased, abhout £525,000 worth comes from the
Eastern States. Those implements are pur-
chased by men who are able to finance them-
selves. Those farmers alone expend over
haif a million pounds per annum in the pur-
chase of tools of trade for agricultural pur-
poses. If the Federal Government could be
induced to make available £350,000 of this
loan money, the position would be made
easier for those who are endeavouring to
earry on their farming operations nunder ad-
verse conditions, as well as with obsolete
machinery. No man in his sober senses
would put men to work on a building, and
no faetory owner would have his operatives
working with obsolete or worn out machin-
ery. No individual in his private life but
would throw away some useless tool, and re-
plage it with another that gave him a rea-
sonable ehance of doing the job well. I
doubt whether five per cent. of the 10,000
wheat farmers in this State are equipped as
they ought to be. It is with the object of
endeavouring to overcome that situation that
I bring forward this motion.

Hon. P. D. TFerguson: Harvesters are
wasting half their wheat.

Mr, BOYLE: That is not uncommeon, One
has only to go through a paddock in a rea-
sonable season to sec self-sown erops. Har-
vesters are throwing out their wheat. Many
farmers cannot afford to spend any money
to bring the most important implement they
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have on the farm np to date. This makes
all the difference between snecess and failure
in the harvesting of a erop. Dr. Earle Page,
as associate Prime Minister, brought down a
Bill, and stated that the necessity for debt
adjustments was urgent. The position is
just as urgent to-day as if was in 1935. He
also veferred to the export of our primary
products. Fe said, “as we know, our
farmers were able to do this only by drawing
to a large extent upon their capital reserves,
in other words, they were exporting their
capital.”  In normal years the wheat grower
is the second largest exporter, in value, of
primary products from Australia. He was
told in 1931 to grow more wheat, and he did
so. A great deal of his capital was experted
abroad in bags. For ten years, from 1923
to 1933, wheat was exported to the value of
£230,000,000. That money was used for the
payment of goods and services abroad as
well as interest charges.

The Minister for Lands: It has all gone.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes, but the man who pro~
duced it shonld have some little considera-

tion. His work in those years was poorly
paid. The people of Australia had their
bills abroad paid to the extent of
£230,000,000 from that source. When we

contrast the position with that of the secon-
dary industries of Australia, which annu-
ally produce £420,000,000 worth of mann-
factured poods, and only export three per
cent., members will realise the extent of the
pressure and the weight that fall upon
lhe primary industries of Australia to keep
in operation the essenfial services of the
Commonwealth. Dr. Earle Page also said
that a grant was to be made for the ad-
justment of farmers’ debis, and not for the
purpose of making advances for plant.
That was an extraordinary attitude for him
to adopt. When making provision for the
adjustment of debts, Dr. Earle Page said
that the money was not to be used as ad-
vances for plant. The endeavour was to
throw the whole responsibility on indigent
States, such as Western Ausiralia and
South Australia.

The Minister for Justice: What did the
Country Party have to say abont it?

Mr. BOYLE: T am afraid the Country
Party, like any other party, or the Labour
Party, holds contrary opinions on these
points. 1 would not aeccept any responsi-
bility for what the Federal Country Party
did, nor for what the Federal Labour Party
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did. Mine is am independent attitude.
Not only is it the Country Party and not
only is it the United Auvstralian Party, but
on oceasions it has been the Federal Labour
Party that has acted in this way. I have
already referred to the Scullin Bill. That
was allowed to go by the board and repre-
sented an ahsolute betrayal of the farmers
«of Australin. The Act received the Royal
assent and under that measure the farmers
were to receive 3s. a bushel f.o.b. It was,
however, allowed to go into the diseard.
I do not apelogise to anyone for attacking
‘the Federal Country Party or any other
Federal party in a similar position. Dr.
Earle Page brought down a Bill to provide
for a loan of £12,000,000. He was defin-
itely wrong when he said that none of the
money was to he used for plant. He de-
clared it was not for rehabilitation pur-
Pposes, but for the adjustment of debts. To
correet that T am bringing forward this mo-
tion,

The Minister for Tands:
£12,000,000 Loan Bill?

Mr. BOYLE: The amount 1in «question
was £12100,000, T am sorry the Minister
is sceptical. Secctton 3 provides that the
Treasurer may from time to time under the
provisions of the Commonwealth Inseribed
Stock Act, or under the provisions of any
Act authorising the issue of Treasury bills,
horrow moneyv not exceeding £12,100,000.

Mr. Warner: The Minister was only
fishing.

Mr. BOYLE: The same set of cireum-
stanees that faced Australia (s found in the
United States. 1 have here the report of
the Seeretary for Agricultuve in America
for 1936,—3r. Wallace. FHe said: “More
short-term eredit i required for pro-
duetive purposes, and less of it for the
emergeney financing of old debts.’’ Tn
other words, short-term loans were granted
for the provision of machinery and other
essential serviees connecied with produe-
tion. Too much fuss is made of what the
farmer owes., One would think he was the
only one who owed anvthing. Another war
is looming up, though we must all prax that
it will not oecur. XNevertheless, war 1is
threatening, and we have not vet paid for
the last one.

The Minister for Mines: We have not
yet paid for the Crimean War,

Mr. BOYLE: In connection with the
Ameriean Civil War be{ween 1861 and 1865

Was it a
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many of the States of America owe money
to Great Britain to-day. Great Britain has
uot yet paid in full what it owes America
over the Great War.

Mr. Marshall: I thought Germany had to
pay for the last war.

Mr. BOYLE: I hope Great Britain never
does pay the United States. All this fuss
is made of what the farmer owes. One
would think he was the only person who
had the distinetion of owing anything.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Something is also
owing to him.

Me, BOYLE: Less fuss should be made
about the farmer’s debts. His eapital has
all been exported. He does not owe this
country anything, but has kept the essen-
tial services going and has paid the interest
on our last war loan in England. I do not
apologise to anyone, whether the Federal
Country Party or any other party in o
case where an act of eommon justice is in-
volved. I am of the opinion that the
£350,000 that has been authorised can well
he applied for the purechase of machinery
in Western Australia to enahle the farmers
to earry on their work. Atter three years’
experience of the Rural Relief Fund Act
I ean speak with a little aunthority in this
regard, The trustees of the fund say defi-
nitelv in their annual repovt that there
should be a sum of money made available.
Therefore T have pleasure in submitting the
motion.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (IHon.
M. F. Troy—DMt, Magnet) [5.2]: Tt is not
necessary to move the adjournment of the
dehate on this motion, beeanse it ean be dis-
posed of this afternoon. T have nn objee-
tion to it, and T hope no other member will
offer any opposition to it. Tt endorses my
own aftitunde. An agreement was arrived at
at Canberra between the Commonwealth and
the States as to the means by which debt
adjustment might be brought about. At that
ronference T proposed that portion of the
maoney he utilized for rehobilitation. the pro-
vision of water supplies, feneing, and the
purchase of stock and machinery. T pointed
out that the depression had eansed serions
Insses. and there was urgent need for atten-
lion heing civen to the matters to which T
referred, particularly fencing, water sup-
plies, and the purchase of stock and equip-
ment. My remarks were well received and
though it was considered that something
might be done in the direetion T had indi-
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cated, it was thought that it suited the
majority to expend the money on debt ad-
Justment only. There has always been some
sort of understanding, though no resolution
was ever passed to that effect, that the
£2,000,000 in excess of £10,000,000 might
he utilised for the purchase of agricultural
machinery and for stock and equipment, in
the manner that I had suggested. More
than once I declared that the money should
be utilised for that purpose. In Western
Australia we have completed more debt
adjustments than bave all the other States
ecombined. The Leader of the Opposition
referred last evening to a motion that had
been carried at the Returned Soldiers’ Con-
ference complaining of unsympathetic treat-
ment. 1 made inquiries, and learnt that
one of the persons who criticised had par-
ticipated in the adjustments. I think £500
was advanced from the funds to adjust his
debts, and therefore the motion should
never have been submitted. Howcever, one
finds such ingratitude in cvery walk of life.
No fewer than 2500 claims have been ad-
Justed, and as there are 10,000 settlers in
the wheat belt, about one-fifth of them have
had debt adjnstment under the Rural Relief
Act. That is not a bad pereentage. Fur-
thermore, the work is still going on. I gave
the figures a few nights ago when I intro-
duced the Estimates of the Lands Depart-
ment, and the member for Avon (Mr.
Boyle) has also given the figures this even-
ing. It is not correct to say that onlv the
unsecured debts were adjusted.  Secured
debts have been reduced by £1,018,000.

Mr. Boyle: Agricultural Bank debig?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Agricultural Bank has rednced debts to the
extent of £869,000, but 1T was referring to
other secured debiz under the Rural Relief
Act. Under Section G5 the Bank has car-
ried out adjustments to the extent of
millions of pounds, but under the Rural Re-
lief Act it has made sacrifices to the extent
of £869,000. That is in excess hy £125,000
of the whole amount found by the Common-
wealth Government, Machinery dobts have
been reduced from £408,000 to €103,000, a
reduction of £305,000, and those were all
secured debts, Thos the secured debts have
been subject to considerable adjustment, T
am right in saying also that the private
banks have carried out adjustments, al-
though at first those institutions were re-
luctant to do so.
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Mr. Pairick: Are there many applications
still to he dealt with?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know.

Mr. Boyle: About one thousand.

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: I do not
know the number just now, but the work is
up-to-date. The trustees are waiting for
additional funds. There will be a £300,000
advance this year, and I think the {rustiees
will then complete their work. Althongh
many seftlers who have already been
assisted are still suffering from {he effecis
of drought, there is nothing to prevent
their making application again. The hon.
meniber spoke about what the farmers had
done, That is not denied. He also made
reference to the mammer in which money
can be raised for war purposes, and how it
can he raised for the objeet he has in view.
It is no use stressing that. Money must
always be raised in time of war, and people
who fear the consequences of war do things
that no one would think of doing at any
other time. Our lives and liberty are then
at stake, and so the future is mortgaged. It
iz because we have mortgaged the future
that our financial position is so diffienlt.
Consequently, there is nothing of a helpful
natare in talking abont what people do in
war-time.  If another war should happen
zoodness only knows what will follow.
There might he capifal levies, and the re-
=ourees of the nation may become exhausted
in that wav. In the Eastern States of Aus-
tralia where the farmers are in a much bet-
ter position than are those in our State,
there is not the same need to render them
assistance as indicated in the motion under
discussion, and at the conference none of the
other representatives nrged the matter ns I
nnderstood it. There is no reason why this
House should not endorse the motion, and
also why Federal Country members should
not alse support it. If they do we might
nossibly et something from our representa-
tives.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[5.10] : There ecannot he much difference of
opinion about the motion. Notwithstanding
what the Minister has said ahout the East-
ern States it is conceivable that their view-
point might be different from ours. The
Fastern States have settled their agricultural
industry over a mueh longer period than we
have in Western Australia.  Their farms
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have been handed down by two, three, or
perhaps even more generations, and there is
not the same necessity there for rehabilita-
tion as there is in our State, where agricul-
ture is eomparatively a new industry. That
probably accounts for the difference in the
viewpoint. Tf the Minister will continue to
vress for the principle embodied in the
motion, it is not likely that the Eastern
States authorities will be selfish enough to
say, “We do not want the money here, and
therefore we will not let you have it for
Western Australia’”  They may see the
rensonableness of the suggestion, and so this
money may be made available to be ex-
pended in the direction we desire. No one
%knows hetter than we do that the money ean
he spent here to rcasonable advantage, I
intend to support the motion becanse I have
had quite a lot of experience during the last
vear or two of the enormouns loss orecasioned
to individual farmers, and, through them, to
the State as a whole, by their having to use
develict machinery for enltivation. Ploughs,
in particular, are in a dervelict state. They
have heen used for n perind of weare until
they are now bevond repair, and. in
spite of the hest of attention and the most
practical use on the part of the farmer. ave
not capahie of doing efficient work. When
the land has been broken up by¥ an ineffi-
cient plough, there is inefficient eultivating
and drilling machinery to put the crop in
the ground. That is the case with 50 per
cent. of Western Australian farms. To eap
all, we then find that the harvest machinery
for taking the erop off is so old and decrepit
that a large percentage of the crop is wasted
—of the hay crop as well as the wheat. The
binders and mowing machines in use in
Western Australia are no credit to anyone;
A0 per eent. of them should have been on the
serap-heap vears ago. Some of them look
as if they had come out of the Atk. The
erain harvesting machines which are used in
the great bulk of our wheat-growing areas
are so worn out that it is impossible by pur-
chase of duplicate parts to make decent
machines of them. Tt is because of the severe
losses to owners of suech machinery, and
through them to ereditors and the State as
a whole, that urgent necessity arises for a
pereentage of this money heing made avail-
able for the purchase of new machinery, in
place of that derelict machinery. Therefore
I support the motion, and wish the Minister
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for Lands success in his efforts at any con-
ference he may attend in the Eastern States
to deal with this problem, which is of such
vital importance to so many of our farmers.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—EDUCATION SYSTEM.
To Inquire by Select Commiltee.

Debate resumed from the 21lst September
on the following motion by Mr. Boyle
(Avon):—

That a select committee he appointed to
inquire into the educational facilities afforded
by the State with a view to formulating prac-
tieable recommendations for the institution of
a more adequate system of education.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{(Hou F. J. 8. Wise—Gascovne) [5.18]:
The member for Avon (Mr. Boyle) has
moved for a select committee to inquire
into many avenues of education which give
us cause for a great deal of consideration.
In moving his motion, the hon. member
spoke with great enthusiasm. Undoubtedly,
in some respects, he made an interesting re-
view of some of our current diffienlties.
However, the hon. memher iz not alone in
his, enthusiasm. T sugegest that all members
of the Chamber are carnest enthusiasts with
regard to education facilities provided in
their respective distriets and in any part
of the State. The Government, too, shares
in that enthusiasm, and, as I hope to indi-
cate, has done its part fully and well with
the material at its disposal. The member
for Avon, however. in his enthusiasm made
some statements which call for correction
and certainly for much modification. I hope
to show that whilst the hon. member proved
some of his contentions, he did not prove
to the House any need for a select commit-
tec. But hefore dealing broadly with the
subject., T should like to hr permitted to
reply to one highly extraordinary assertion
eoncerning country children condemned to
an entire laek of edueation. The hon. mem-
ber said-—

Are we to submit Lo the spectacle of 30,000
children representing those outside the metro-
politan area, being rondemned to inefficient
education, and in many eases an entire lack of
education?

No matter how good the case of the hon.
member might be, it was certainly not im-
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proved by such unwarranted language. In
making that statement the hon. member
knew full well he included every town out-
side the metropolitan area. In fact, he in-
cluded every child attending our sehools ont-
side a radius of 15 miles from the General
Post Office, Perth. The statement, there-
fore, is not only extravagant, but indicates
that the hon. member did not, in spite of
the earnestness of his appeal for sections of
his distriet, make himself acquainted with
the working conditions of even a small
country scheol. For, if that were so, he
certainly could not have made many of the
statements that his speech vontained, He
suggested that a fishing inquiry is not de-
sired by him. For my part, when a slor
has lLeen east on the department and on
the efficiency of those who eontrol it and
those who are emploved by it. my duty shall
be to counter the suggestions and the state-
ments made,

The 30,000 children to whom the hon.
memher referred as outside the metropolitan
area actnally number 27600 as against
28,500 within the metropolitan area of the
radius of 15 miles. In spite of that faet,
although the figure is 27,600, all bnt 7,000
of these children have edueational faeilities
almost identical with those obtainable in
the metropolitan area, and those other 7,000
children are included in Class VII. schools
and in assisted schools. TFhilst the hon.
member knew full well that such towns as
Collie, Bunhury, Geraldton, Northam and
Kalgoarlie were all included in hiz figure,
he made no attempt to show the House that
his argument centred upon a very small
proportion of children who are not so for-
tunately sitnated. The hon. member took a
great deal for granted in building up his
case, for it ecan he conelusively shown that
some of the best of onr feachers nare in
country districts, that some of the most
highly qualified teachers iw the department
give their services in schools mentioned and
included by the hon. member. Moreover,
the majority of the teachers in the service
are stationed in the eountry.

Mr, Doney: But vou would not say that
there was an even distribufion of good
teachers between conntry and ecity?

The MINISTER FOR EDTUCATION:
Yes, a very fair distribution. That state-
ment ean be completely analysed to show
that in sehools where post-primary instrue-
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tion is undertaken—or in all schools, if we
take the records of the department by and
large—the distribution of good teachers is
fairly even. Some of our best inspectors
have come from country schools in-
cluded by the mover in the general title of
providing incfficient eduecation. I wish to
show that whilst it iz econceded that great
diffienlties exist in providing all the eduea-
tion we desire to provide, yet we do spend
a very large sum of money in an endeavour
to take to the children of the outback some
reasonable measure of education. Without
going into details with figures, a compari-
son hetween metropolitan costs and country
costs—the latter for a lesser number of chil-
dren—shows that £245,120 is spent in the
metropolitan  area on 29,000 pupils as
agninst £326,000, roughly, spent in country
distriets on 26,800 pupils. Those figures in-
clude salaries and equipment only. The cost
per head, of ecourse, is seriously increased
when applied to country schools.

Mr. Donev: We cannot eseape that, of
course.

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION:
Yo, but I wish to show how unfair were the
comparisons made by the member for Aven
in spite of his menttoning that £20 per
¢hild was spent in the country as against £6
in the metropolitan arca. That certainly
does not support his statement that eountry
children are condemned to inefficient educa-
tion. The hon, member alse said—

It is doubtful whether there is a post-primary
school outside the metropolitan area.

Let us analyse that assertion, together with
the statement as to inefficient education.
Although there are no high schools in the far
ontskirts of eountry under development or
at present developed to any extent, the chil-
dren there arve certainly catered for. "The
four high schools in country distriets have
an enrolment of 1,138 pupils, as against an
entolment in metropolitan high schools of
174 pupils. We hope next year to he able
to cater in Geraldton for an additional 200
pupils. Ts it reasonable to generalise in
this matter and to assume that simply be-
cause in every town of a few hundred in-
habilants or more there is not a high school,
country post-primary facilities are neglected?
Tt can be definitely stated that there is op-
portunity provided in all but the smallest
country schools for pupils to continue to the
junior standard. Tf the hon. member had
made a very few inquiries, he could have as-
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certained that fact. It is truc that, gene-
rally speaking, there is no demand for post-
primary work i many country distriets.
The inclination is to withdraw from the
schoo! at 14 years of age. This action is die-
tated by scveral reasons—parents’ cireum-
stances, opportunities, and what the parents
may desire as a career for their child. Whilst
it is undisputed that some of our best teachers
are in the country, it is also an indisputable
fact that some of our best teachers in post-
primary education arc stationed in the
eountry.

I wish to explain in a progressive way
Just how the State eaters for the countrv
child. To begin with, we supply equipment
and stock and a subsidy for assisted schools
where cven only five children ave available.
If eight pupils ean be obtained, a Govern-
ment school is established and a trained
teacher and equipment are provided. If an
average attendance of ten pupils is obtain-
able, a schoodl is built. Where the average
attendance is 21, a head feacher and a moni-
tor are supplied; where it is 41, a teacher
and =a trained assistant ave supplied.
Further, in schools where the average attend-
ance 15 under 40, the scholar may proceed
on a clear-cut track fo the University, if he
has the ahility. The teachers assist in post-
primary work, and if the pupil gains a
junior certificate the department grants £24
per annum to enable the child to attend a
district high school. The leaving cerlificate,
which is essential to entranee to the Univer-
sity, ean he gained at the high school. Ii
ean he stated, and the statement can be sue-
cessfully defended, that Western Australia
is the only State in the Commonwealth
making this particular provision in schools
which have such small attendanees.

The member for Avon mentioned that he
had heen unable to secure suceessful atten-
tion to a bus contract he was seeking for a
part of his electorate. We have endeavoured
to foster the idea that it is better to have
our children educated at the larger schools.
Wec have to-day 29 bus contracts in exist-
ence, under which 800 children are conveyed
to the larger schools. That has invelved us
in a big responsibility finaneially in recent
vears. All this has been done in an endea-
vour to give the children of the outback at
least the same opportunity of obtaining edu-
cational facilities as is extended to the met-
ropolitan ehildren. At all schools with over
40 pupils. qualified teachers, who are paid
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an allowance for the work, give post-
primary instruction; and 1 think the
opinion of the department is that some of its
best teachers engaged in that work are at
country schools. In addifion, a greater num-
ber of scholarships is awarded in the coun-
trv. I do not know whether members are
aware of the fact that of the secondary
school scholarships awarded—>59 in munber—
ten are specifieally set aside for country
children; and country children have an equal
oppertunity with eity children to compete
for the remaining 40. TFifty high-school
scholarships are awarded by district in-
spectors, hesides 12 for the Narrogin School
of Agriculture. The inspectors’ scholarships
are restricted to small country schools. Of
the 134 scholarships current, 88 are held by
country pupils. Therefore, to sayv that the
country child is condemned to insufficient
education is quite idle. It is no use insisting
that the attitude of the department and of
all Governments has been against the coun-
try child and in favour of the metropolitan
child. In no other State are distances and
diMcultiea cowmprarable with ouvs, veb w¢ Gan
elaim to have done more than has any other
Stafe in eatering for the education of the
countrv child. Admittedly, funds have heen
insnfMeient, hut the allocation of them shows
that a fair and just apportionment has heen
made. Tn the metropolitan area, only eight
schools are post-primary, while at schools in
towns such as Merredin, Narrogin, Katan-
ning, Harvey, Kellerberrin and many others,
pupils definitely have the opportunity of
taking post-primary courses. However, very
little desire to continue hevond the junior
standard is apparent in the ease of the coun-
try child. Although the attendances at the
distriet high sehools show a very fair pro-
portion of country children, 1138, not a
egreat nomber is in the leaving class.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That may be due
to stress of financial conditions.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes, To some extent is it due to the parents.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Ne.

Mr. Doney: That seldom operates.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
the cause is finaneial strain, nevertheless the
opportunity is provided by the department
for the country child to receive equal educa-
tional facilities with the metropolitan child.
We also frankly admit that many of our
conntry huildings are not suited to our re-
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quirements. We are not proud of some of
the buildings that we are foreed to use.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: You have no canse

to be.
- The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
And the Government of which the hou.
gentleman was a member had no cause to be,
either.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Quite so.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
However, we make the best of the buildings
we have. Many of them have been renovated
and improved. While we are doing our ut-
most to provide all the facilities we ecan
within our means, consideration is now being
given to the provision of a better and dif-
ferent type of building, more snited to our
climatic conditions. The hon. member said
that our education system eafers ouly for the
children of the metropolitan area. That is a
serious statement to make. The hon. mem-
ber said also that the University was merely
a metropolitan institution. That statement
cannot he allowed to pass. University re-
quirements are dictated by the density of
the population. There are not many parts
of the world, even in America, where univer-
sities are bnilt except in big cities.

The Minister for Lands: Should we huild
a university in the Kimberleys?

The MINISTER FOR BEDUCATION: If
that were done, the hon. member wonld have
canse for complaint, and T am afraid travel-
ling allowances would have (o be materially
amended. I am not sure that we eould pro-
vide for sueh an institution in the Kimber-
levs.

Mr. Doney: I think we said that such an
institution is more conveniently situated in
Perth than elsewhere.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Then you concede that?

Mr. Donev: It should be in Perth.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Why, in all fairness, was not that said he-
fore?

Mr. Doney: T do not know.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tt
must be aceepted, in any analysis, that the
place for a university is in the city, where
it ean cater for all the children of the State.
Troe, many country children do not pass
the junior standard: perhaps it is not the
desire of the parents that the childron
should undertske the study of subjects for
the leaving examination. Would it not he
reasonable to expeet that country children
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would tather attend the agricultural colleges,
or even technical schools and the School of
Mines? That is reasonable. An analysis of
the total number of pupils at the University
showed how surprisingly small is the num-
ber of metropolitan pupils in comparison
with country pupils. Certainly, our children
are not condemned to an ineflicient educa-
tion if they live outside a 15-mile radius of
Perth,

I vreferred to driving allowances and
driving contracts. These two items cost,
with the inspectors’ seholarships, a sum of
over £18,000 per annum. The regulations
provide a payment of 6d. per day per child,
except where a child uses a bievele.  The
fion. member mentioned a fomily of three
children who received 3s. 6d. a week, but 1
think that is probably a quite honest error
on his part. A family of threc children
would draw 2s 6d. each as driving allow-
anee. Recently much agitation has taken
place about the driving and bicycle allow-
ances. Complaints have been received which
show that apparently some capable bicycle
salesmen have been travelling our country
districts and deing very well. Hon. mem-
hers will have had similar complaints. As
soon as a child gets a hieyele and the horse-
drawn vehicle is dispensed with, the driving
allowance 15 discontinued. That is the com-
plaint which the department receives. So
many have been the complaints that some
person must have heen very successful in
selling a large number of hieycles on the
rlea that the family would still he able te
draw the 2s. 6d. a week allowanee, which
could he applied in reduction of the pur-
chase priee of the bhievelee The hicvele
allowanee is only Gd. per week. While I
admit that that allowance is dispropor-
tionate to the driving allowance, we have
the matter under review should an adjust-
ment be deemed necessarv, or should we
think injustiee is bheing done, At the same
time, T think the bicycle allowanece, although
it was ridienled by the member for Avon
{Mr. Boyle), is not to be sncered at as a
contribution by the Siate towards getting
the eountry children to school.

Mr. Boyle: The allowance is 6d. a week.

Mr. Sampson: It is a ridiculous allow-
ance.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Even if sueh matters were investigated hy a
select committee, what good would result?
Would it be advisable to appoint a select
committee to inquire into minor matters.
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such as these, which seem to be agitating the
minds of members? Members could urge a
greater appropriation, but that is always
done; there would be nothing new in doing
that. It will be noted that this yesr the
furniture vote to the department has been
increased from £6,000 to £10,000; a large
proportion of that inerease has heen ear-
marked for the replacement of old-type
desks now used in country schools.

Mr. Doney: Are many old-type desks
found in metropolitan schools?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is the country bias!

My, Doney: I merely asked a sensible
question,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
‘Where the opportunity has oceurred to re-
place old-type desks, it has heen availed of.
More has heen done in this way during re-
cent vears than was ever done by the Gov-
ernment of which the bon. member was a
supporter.

My. Doney: That may be so. but what
ahout the question I asked?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We are dealing progressively with such mat-
ters and we are intensifying that work. As
I have said, the furnitare vote this year
has heen inereased to £16,000. No inten-
tional differentiation has been made in the
treatment of country and town schools so
far as cquipment is eoncerned. Wherever
it has been possible to effect an improve-
ment in the standard, that has been dome.
As regards manual training and household
management, these are matters of the
State’s ability to pay. They are being hon-
estly considered and wherever possible
centres are being established. We hope
during the current year fo establish at least
two manual training and domestic science
centres in country districts, so the solution
of the whole problem would seem to be an
increased vote fo enable additional educa-
tion facilities to be provided. The pro-
posed select committee would no doubt
make recommendations along those lines,
but as we are steadily progressing along
those lines, there would be nothing for the
select committee to do. Tn all these things
we must be reasonable and fair in our eri-
tieism. Tt is no use to say that the econntry
child is totally ncglected. No State has
gone so far as we have in the provision of
correspondence classes. We pioneered the
work and have achieved some remarkable re-
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sults. This unigue contribution fo eduneca-
tional praetice was initiated by Australiz
and we should not try to discount it. Te-
day the figures are 1,887 children fanght in
their own homes, and others are taken to
the advanced type of work under the three
different sechemes operating. Members will
find some pertinent remarks on this subject
in the annual veport of the Eduecation De-
partment, showing the extent to which the
department is catering for the advancement
of every country child. If he is attending a
school where a teacher can supervise his
work even to the junmior standard, the en-
couragement is given and the teacher is paid
for that work.

I should like to quote from a publication
dealing with the correspondence system of
education in Western Australia written by
the founder of the system, Mr. J. A. Miles,
an inspector of education, who noti long
since retired from the service. He deseribes
the difficulties and yet the accomplishments
in earrying ont the edneation system in this
State—

Hural expansivn ls huaguly dcpéndent Gﬁ.thc
edueational facilities provided by the various
centralised Governments of Australia for the
children of the pioneer scttlers; the small
school must follow close upon the new settle-
ment, otherwise parents would not remain there
long. This is why all Australian Governments
have adopted a liheral polier in regard to
the establishment of rural schools. In Western
Australia, for example, wherever s new rural
community can guarantee an average attend-
ance of ten pupils, a Government school is
established; and even when fewer children are
available a school may be established, provided
that parents supply a suitable building and
guarantee the teacher a salary of at least £54
per annum over and above the cost of her
accommodation. The Governmenf subsidises
such schools to the extent of £12 per annum
per pupil in average attendance, and equips
the sehool free of charge to the parent. Such
schools may be established wherever there is
a likelihood of an average atiendance of six

pupils,

Mr. Patrick: That would represent more
than one family.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
But the hon. member will concede that sym-
pathetic consideration is given to the claims
of all children in the outback parts, no
matter how circumstanced and no matter
how many there may be in a family. Mr.
Miles proeeeded to say—

The {correspondence} school was opened dur-

ing the last term of 1918 with an enrolment
of 45 pupils under one teacher. There are now
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about 2,000 pupils enrolled, while the staff com-
prises a headmaster with over 40 assistants, {wo
typistes and a junior despateh officer.

In this very interesting and informative
article Mr. Miles deals with the objeetion of
the Commonwealth authorities to the carry-
ing through the post of personal letters from
the teacher to the pupil. A very strong case
was presented to the Postmaster-General to
get the ohjection overruled, but we experi-
enced great diffienlty, and only as a very
great concession, the authorities submit, have
they permitted a child even to write a letter
to his teacher and enclose it with his school
work in order that it may be carried at a
cheaper rate.

Mr. Doney: That is a stupid attitude for
the Commonwenlth to take,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
A very stupid attitude. Unfortunately, the
Postmaster-General remains quite adamant,
and we cannot get the full concessions to
mert the necessities of the children.

Myr. Doncy: Was the system abused in any
way?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The practice of letter-writing from child to
teacher and the personal toneh thus estab-
lished with the child is one of the great
factors in the edueation of the child.

Mr. Doney: Did the Postmaster-Genernl
allege that the practice was being abused?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
He suggested that it was quite improper that
letters should he transmiited as second-class
matter, Mr. Miles said—

Superintendents of the eorrespondence sys-

tem of primary education throughout the Com-
monwealth are of the opinion that this system
i3 just ng effective in the instrumental suhjects
as is the ordinary State school system. I share
their views after 50 years’ experience in pri-
mary edueation, including 18 rears’ superin.
tendence of the eorrespondence system in Wes-
tern Australiz. and 25 years’ experience ns an
inspector of all types of schools from infants’
to central schools inelusive,
He savs that the correspondence system
thvoughont the Commonwealth is just as
effective in the instrumental suhjeets as in
the ordinary school rontine. Those are very
definite words from the fonunder of the cor-
respondence system. a man of great experi-
enee. who fostered in every possible way the
extension of that privilege to the children,
even to those heyond the ontskirts of civilisa-
tion.

While the member for Avon marv contend
that the child outback has opportunity minus,
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a great deal of that opportunity is due to
his very environment—not to lack of faeili-
ties made available by Governments, but to
the cireumstances in which he lives. No
select committee could overcome the rela-
tionship hetween the opportunity plus in the
metropolitan area and the opportunity minus
in the ecountry area. I may pertinently ob-
serve that many of the prominent men in
Australia, who have contributed in no small
way to making the nation what it is, received
hardly the rudiments of education. Some
of them had the great giff and power of
self-education, but many who rose to great
prominence received barely the rudiments of
cducation.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
One must honour such achicvements, parti-
calarly when one realises the poverty of the
adueation existing in those days as compared
with the education available to-day. There
is no poverty of eduecation to-day; it is
simply a matter of adapting what we have
at our disposal to the best nuse of the ehild-
ren. I am not suggesting that the self-
educated people, or the people who made
gzood in spite of having received no eduea-
tion should he regarded as the standard; but
their achievements serve to show that in the
days in which we live, we have much to be
thankful for in the opportunities made
available by the State to all the children
within reach at least of a post office.

I wish to quote hriefly from a book edifed
by Pereival R. Cole entitled “The Rursl
Sehool in Australia.” I commend this hook
to the attention of members. My object in
quoting from it is to show what other people
think of our education system. It contains
an extract from a work “Australian Schools
throngh American Eyes” by .J. F. Cramer
as follows:—

Australian educationists have given their at-
tention to making the eountry schools meet the
same standard as the city schools. The general
excellence of rural education is ome of the
greatest achievements of the Australian system.
The writer of the chapter “Rural School Ad-
ministration” remarked that an American
administrative officer, who visited Anstralia
reeently and found reason to compare some-
what unfavourably with American ity
schools the huildings, the equipment and the
staffing of Australian eity sechools, spoke in
favour of rnral education in the terms I have
just quoted, The same work contains a deal
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of comment on the education systems of the
various States of the Commonwealth. The
new curriculum for the elementary schools of
Western Australia is deseribed as very fine,
“in some respects the most up-to-date in
Australia and in harmony with modern edun-
eational praetice in the United States and
other overseas countries.” I could guote at
greater length, even to the point of becoming
wearisome, but those passages indicate the
views of authorities well qualified to speak.

In addition to making facilities available,
as I have mentioned, I wish now to show
that there is perhaps ne subject on earth in-
to which seleet committees and committees
generally probe more deeply than into the
subject of education. I can safely say that
seleet committees or committees of selected
pecple—people who are qualified not only to
judge the results of edueation, but also to
sum up its requirements—are almost con-
stantly sitting throughout the world. If we
consider the matter from the very bottom
Tung of the deparimental aciivities, we find
that the work js constantly being reviewed
by various organisations—at ennfarences hy
reports, and by such bhodies as the In-
spectors’ Institute, Parents and Citizens’
Association conferences and the Teachers’
Union, which body keeps in touch with de-
partmental activity and interests itself in
the welfare of the children as well as the
teachers. In the wider sphere we have the
annnal conferences of teachers throughout
the Commonwealth, of inspectors of educa-
tion and directors of education. We have the
organisation known as the Educational
Counecil; we have conferences of Ministers
for Education, and perhaps overshadowing
all in importanee in s world sense is the
New Edueation Fellowship.

To stress those very obvious facts is unse-
less unless members realise that within each
State and acting conjointly with all those
eommittees are the various Governments not
only ready to agree fo practical suggestions,
but also ready to put into effeet on behalf
of the children anything that can be imme-
diately adopted for their benefit. = While
these matters receive the searchlight
focused on them by experts, I submit that
the work is one for experts. All our im-
provements may be costly in terms of money,
but many practical suggestions made by
those bodies have been adopted. In investi-
gating the advancement of education, we
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must appreciate that the time is not long
since the State assumed the very great re-
sponsibility for education, and only in the
last 30 years have the old schoolmaster days
of the private schools practieally dis-
appeared and the States infringed upon the
monopoly of private enterprise in the realm
of seeondary education. In spite of any bias
in the matter, we must admit that great pro-
gress has been made, at least in the respon-
sibility aceepted by the States, in their atti-
tude to the future citizens.

Since investigations by professionals dem-
onstrate the difficulty of arriving at praefi-
cal conclusions that ean be puf into effeet, 1
snggest that the task in the hands of ama-
teurs would bhe not only difficult, but incon-
clusive, If the hon. member, after the
subject has been fully ventilated, withdrew
his motion for a select commitfee and sub-
mitted one stressing the need for a mutual
policy of Empire education, emphasising the
urgeney of the Commonwealth Government’s
recognising its respounsibility for eduecation,
and requesting every citizen to join in a
muvemeni (o gei fhai vesponsibiiily recog-
nised, I would support him. The hon. mem-
ber stated that the ¢laim for Federal aid was
one of the reasons for moving the motion.
There is nothing new in that claim. That
bas been thoroughly investigated by many
organisations, and although education has
heen reserved as a funetion of State Gov-
ernments, in my view it should be a matter
of great concern to the Federal Government.

Mr. Doney: We might agree with that,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Being a reasonable proposal, it was sug-
gested to the Federal (rants Commission.
The recommendation was advanced by
organisations such as the Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association and the Teachers’ Union.
In fact, the latter body presented a com-
plete ease to the Prime Minister for a recog-
nition of the necessity for aid in connection
with Tural education. They analysed the
position very thoroughly, and submitted
that the Federal Government of Australia
stood alone, as a eentral Government, in not
subsidising education in the States. In the
“Tepchers’ Journal” of August last will be
found a complete review by the Teach-
ers’ Union of the snbmission it made to
the Federal Government regarding assist-
ance for rural education in Western Aus-
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tralia. When giving evidence before the
Federa! Grants Commission, the then Direc-
tor of Education, Mr, Klein, said—

The Goavernment was doing everything pos-

sible in maintaining primary, secondary and
technical edueation on an efficient basis, but
was cramped in its efforts throwgh lack of
funds.
He referred to our nrhan and rural needs
and put up an execllent ease. Some of the
remarks made by members of the Commis-
sion were rather remarkable. Mr. Eggles-
ton said—

The Commission could not make a grant for
any specifiec purpose. The grant was made
after the State position was viewed as a whole,
and the State decided on the disiribution of
the money.

Again Mr. Fggleston said—

What we have to decide is whether costs of

education serviees in this State are legitimately
higher than in other States, and to what
effect they disturh the balanee of the costs of
socinl services viewed ns a whole,
While the members of the Grants Commis-
sion admitted they were struck by the ease
submitted by the State’s representatives in
connection with our isolation, it is remark-
able that, although it was asserted that the
“grant was made after the State position
was viewed as a whole and the State de-
cided on the distribniion of the money,” the
fact remains that when the 1936-37 grant
was made, Western Australia suffered a re-
duction of £188,000 because of our extra-
vaganee in social serviees, including eduea-
tion. What a startling position is diselosed
there! In effeet, the Grants Commissioners
intimate that, in their calenlations, they take
into consideration all the needs of the State,
its necessities, and the requirements of ex-
penditure on edueation, health, and so on,
and then virtuallv suggest that in our ex-
penditure on social services we have heen
extravagant to the extent of £188,000. In
the civeumstances, it is apparently the view
of the Grants Commission that in the extra-
vagant expenditure is to be included that
referring to edneafion.

Mr. Doney: That js hardly a fair dedue-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Has the hon. member analysced the third ve-
port of the Grants Commission? If he does
so, he will appreciate that it is a fair de-
duction. He will find that in dealing with
expenditure on miners’ phthisis and such
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like, the Commission would not wuse the
average basis for its eomputations but
singled out the Vietorian figures to demon-
strate that in Western Australia we have
been extravagant in ooy expenditure. How-
ever, thiz is getting away from my sub-
ject. There iz proof that the Grants Com-
mission did penalise Western Australia he-
eause of our expenditure on soeial serviees.

Mr. Deney: But it was not suggested that
that applied to eduecation.

The MINTSTER IFOR EDUCATION:
Tt iz possible to make an unduly long speech
on a snbject such as this. I could quote
from many anthorities in support of the
claims I have made. Before I conclnde, I
shall show that many attempts have hecen
made to secure just recognition hy the Fed-
eral aunthorities of our eclaims to finaneial
assistance.  Althongh eomparisons have
been made with the education systems
operating in other States and countries, they
cannot be regarded as comparable unless
the bases of taxation and methods of finane-
ing are also comparable, The memher for
Avon mentioned certain edueational activi-
ties in England, The attitnde of county
councils and cities in England towards edu-
cation is interesting. For instanee, in Man-
chester, for the provision of a school lib-
1avy, a tax of 417d. in the pound is levied
as a library tax. T am eertain that the
section of the community in whose inter-
ests the hon. member submitted the motion,
conld not make any econtribution on a
flat rate basis for the provision of library
or any other educational facilities. It is
interesting to note that in Australia a
sehool rate was imposed in other days. In
1802 the settlers at Hawkesbury bound
themselves to pay an annnal rate of 2d. per
acre on all land for 14 vears, in order to
maintain a schoolmaster. That is the earli-
est record of a school rafe in Australia, and
its imposition preceded anv officinlly im-
posed rates of the kind in FEngland.

Mr. Patrick: When T first attended a
State sehool, fees wore charged.

The MINISTRR FOR EDUCATION:
Quite so.

Mr. Doney: That would he abont 60 vears
ago!

The MINTSTER 1OR BEDUCATION: I
have already mentioned that many ap-
proaches have been made to the Tederal
Covernment which, nrior to last year, made
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no such provision of any kind of which 1
am aware, In ihe course ot lus remarks,
the member for Avon said that Federal
aid was needed, and I think in those words
he probably appreached neavest to the
solution of the problein. There was no un-
fair eriticism of the methods adopted in
the State nor did he ascribe deficiencies
to the system ol education provided in
Western Australin. The solution is not
to be found along those lines, but rather
in those few words of his to whieh I have
referred. It must be by way of an approach
to the Commonwealth (iovernment. From
that standpoint, it is interesting to note
that Ministers for i“ducation in the vari-
ous States approached the Commonwealth
Government with the renquest for a grant of
£2,000,000 for education purposes, but with
no result. The Minister for Education in
New South Wales, Hon, D. H. Drummond,
advanced a very strong case for assistance
towards education generally, but particu-
larly for the advancement of technical edu-
cation. If members have not read the pub-
lication in which he outlined his conten-
tions, I ean eommend it to them. Tis pascs
confain an excellent review of the respon-
sibilities of the Federal Government and
its proper attitude towards education.
From various sources representations have
been made to the Federal authorities for a
proper recognition of their obligations. 1Tn
Parliament and ouiside, in official, profes-
sional and edueation cireles, from teachers’
unions, from Ministers for Fducation, and
from Directors of Education have been
heard the same contentions, and all have
united in endeavouring to seenre official
recognition of the edueational claims of the
States. I desire to show how reecently has
this matter been brought before the notice
of the Federal Government. In the Federal
Senate this vear, Senator Collings, of
Queensland, when speaking on the Esti-
mates, said that on a previous occasion he
had referred to the voeational employment
of vouth, and on the 22nd June last had
asked eertain questions regarding the re-
quisitions of State Ministers for Federal
assistanee. Tn his opinion he received very
unzafisfactory veplies. On the 30th June,
he asked the following question:—
Whether consideration has heen given to the
deecisions of the conference of the Australian
Teachers’ Federation, held reeently in  Mel-
hourne, to the effect (1) that education should
e consummated on a mational basis; (2) that
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a grant of loan money to be used in the direc-
tion of relief of unemployment, while most
welgome, is not all that i1s essential; (3) that
education shall be a charge upon the Common-
wealth as well as State Budgets, and (4) that
the Commonwealth subsidise education.

The Aeting Prime Minister supplied the
tollowing answer:—

Representations were reccntly made by the

Australian Teachers’ Federation urging that
the matter of financial assistance for education
he accepted as a Commonwealth as well as a
State responsibility. The Federation was in-
formed that the Commonwealth Government
could not see ity way to assume financial re
sponsibility for grants for the purpese of edn-
cation.
Members will observe that while the mat-
ter has been fully investigated and the
position properly presented to the ¥ederal
Government, it has beéen definitely turned
down by the Commonwealth.

I have endeavoured to show that the aim
of the department is te reach every child
in the State, no matter how far distant from
eentres of population, and that the depart-
ment has earnestly endeavoured to over-
come the disabilities that the memher far
Aven referred to as ‘‘opportunities minus.”’
While it is idle to pretend that our educa-
tion system can escape the criticism of ex-
perts whose daily task is associated with
the teaching of children, it must be cen-
ceded that the development of education
in Western Australia is a tribute to those
associated with it. Although Australia is
only at the beginning of the educational
road, and much is yet desived by experts
and enthusiasts, it ean safely and definitely
be ¢laimed that sinee we know all our
needs, no select committee comprised of
members of this House ¢ould give tha mat-
ter thought, concentration or frcas of at-
tention in a manner as adequate as conid
be devoted to the problem by those quali-
fied to judge of the benefits of education
and its funetioning within the State. We
ean all afford to be enthusiastic about the
matter, but in our criticisms we should at
all times be fair. I am sure that some of
the statements made by the member for
Avon in the heat of his enthusiasm were
for the purpose of strengthening the case
on hehalf of some of those children whe, in
his view, have not received the attention from
the department that they deserve. While T
am strongly opposed to the appointment of
a select committee to inquire into the educa-
tion system and to levelling out oppottuni-
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ties and possibilities, I am sure that the dis-
cussion on the motion will do a great deal
of good.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan}) [612]: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negafived.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[6.13]: The Minister has provided a most
effeetive reply to the motion moved by the
member for Avon (Mr. Boyle). He has
indieated that the department is fully alive
to the educafional requirements of the child-
ren of the State and that continuous efforts
are being made in an endeavour to obtain
Federal assistanee to enable the Stafe Gov-
crnment fully to earry out its obligations to
our children. It is true that the very landable
object of the member for Avon is to insti-
tute a more adequate system of education.
Y trust there is no one so fatuous as to claim
that the existing system is anything like
approaching the adequate. Year after year
when discussing the Education Vote, I have
pointed out the shorteomings of the depart-
ment and have claimed that children who
were entitled to hetter treatment have been
obliged to go without the training that was
justly their due. In every instance it has
been truly shown that the reasonp such
children have been denied that education is
that the State has not had sufficient money
to enable it to make provision to that end.
I have endeavoured to counter that by say-
ing we should obtain Federal assistance.
The Minister has indicated that continual
efforts have been made along those lines,
with no result whatever. That seems to be
the peosition in all States.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: We can readily agree with
the laudable desire of the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) to give every child an oppor-
tunity to be educated. Country children, be-
cause they are in the eountry, suffer many
great disabilities. Town children mostly live
quite near to schools, Without much diffi-
cuity they are able to attend those schools;
but country children are often obliged to
travel great distances, as a result of which
it is mMuch harder for them to obtain the
education to which they are entitled. We
have to realise the existence of these grave
disadvantages that make it almost impossible
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to afford eountry children the cducational
opportunities enjoyed by town children.

While realising thaf, however, we must
appreciate also that the facilities provided
to-day arc not availed of to the fullest
possible extent, either in the towns or in the
country. If members will furn to the report
of the Eduncation Department for last year,
they will find that the percentage of average
attendance to average enrolment in the case
of straight-out State schools is 91.87, The
average attendance szt assisted schools in
respect of which the department does not
provide the whole of the cost is 97.64. A
little thought will immediately reveal the
difference between those two instances,
When people themselves are obliged to pay
some of the direct cost of edueation, the
attendanee of their children at school is
better than is that of the children who re-
ceive what we call a free education. That
indicates at once that it would be possible
for the children who are attending the State
schools to receive more education than they
are obtaining at present. Wo know that
they could attend more frequently, hecause
the children at assisted schools do so, As a
mattor of fact, I suppose we can be quite
satisfied with the percentage of attendance
to enrolment. It is not & bad percentage.
Taking into consideration all the circum-
stances, 91.87 per cent, cannot he considered
a low figure. One is, however, compelled to
ask why the attendance of children at
assisted schools is mueh better than that at
the State schools. My explanation is that
parents who have to pay directly for the
education of their children at assisted
schools, make sure of obtaining the greatest
possible advantage from the expenditure of
their money.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson : That is not the real
reAson.

Mr. TONKIN: What is the real reason?

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The teacher lives
with the children and takes them to school
with her.

Mr. TONKIN: We can prove that that is
wrong.

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: It is absolutely
right.

Mr. TONKIN: I am told that if all the
children being taught belong to one family,
the department will not grant assistance.
Will the kon. member explain how it is pos-
sible for the téacher to live with two families
ot three families?
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Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest that the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore should wait until his
opportunity comes to address the House.

AMr. TONKIN: It is obvious that the rea-
son given by the hon. member is not the
correet one.

Mr. SPEAKER: It would be better if the
hon, member addressed the Chair.

Mr. TONKIN: It is my opinion—T have
to admit I cannot prove this, but it is a rea-
sonable assumption from the faets—that be-
cause people have to pay direetly for the
education of their children they see to it that
they obizin the fullest benefit. As a matter
of fact, if we obtain anything freely, we do
not value it very much. When we have to
pay we take the fullest advantage of it.

The member for Avon complained that
there waz only one University, and that was
available mostly for town children. Upon
that assertion he based the further statement
that our education system catered only for
fown childven. If the hon. member would
take the trouble to read the report of the
Eduecation Department, he would ohserve in
it fizures dealing with attendances at full
high schools and distviect high schools. I
uraw s aifcuilon v page 16 of e repui.
The figures I am about to quote will indieate
that while a large number of children take
the first year of the post-primary eourse, in
the following year not nearly so many
are in attendanee. The attendance de-
creases considerably year after year, un-
til, in the ffth vear, very few are at-
tending. For all those children that take
the first year course, continuanee at the high
school is possible. They could remain there
for five years if they so desired. They do
not, however, do that; so that the facilities
available are not used by those children at
all. No doubt there are very zood reasons
for that. T could give some of them, but
the faet remains that the children do not
continue at school and thus do not take ad-
vantage of the eduncation the State provides.
The table given in the report shows the num-
her of pupils in years one to five at the
different high schools on the 30th July, 1937.
The table is divided into two parts, one deal-
ing with the attendance at full high schools,
and the other with that at distriet high

schools. It is as follows:—
Year. I 1. 9. l 3. l 4, I 3. Total
Full Bigh .. | 478 | 3781 283 | 104 | 147 | 1460
Distrlct High | 164 | 70| 56 8 5| arp
Total .. | e42| 457 | 310 | 200 1852 | 1,770
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If we looked at the reports of the previ-
ous years we should probably discover that
a similar sitnation has prevailed all along,
and that each year many students have
failed to continue with the course. One of
the main reasons is probably economic. The
parents find it inereasingly diffieult to pro-
vide for those children each year. The cost
of books increases and as the children grow
older the eost of clothes is greater. The
burden eventually becomes so great that the
parents are unable to allow the children to
continue at school. Again, we have to
realise that all children who commence a
post-primary course have not the ecapacity
to continue at the school for five years.
Every child is not able to obtain the junior
or leaving certificate or to proceed to the
University for the purposc of obtaining a
degree, because all children have not the
necessary concentration or gbility to do so.
Some children will do guite well in the prim-
ary school and for ene or two years in the
post-primary school. Then they reach their
limit and any additional edueation is
decidedly irksome to them. Many of them
begin to fall behind in their classes and con-
sequently lose interest and, as a result, pre-
vail upon their parents to allow them to
leave.

The peint is, we must remember that the
facilities already provided are not availed of
to the fullest possible extent. I am not wsing
that as an argument against an improvement
in eduention because I frecly admit that the
present system is not nearly adequate
enough. I am endeavouring to show that
some of the people who complain do not
take advantage of the cxisting facilities. I
am satisfied that the Edueation Department
is fully alive to the needs of country ehild-
ren and is endeavouring as far as possible to
effect improvements from year to year. Of
that we can find evidence on page 14 of the
report. Under the heading of “Post-Primary
Edueation in Country Sehools” we find the
following :—

The Edueation Department has experimented
this year in the intreduction of post-primar
edueation of pupils in Class VI. and VII.
schools. Pupils who express a desire to carry
on their education to the standard of the Junior
Certificate examination enter upon a three
years’ course. The papers in selected subjects
are forwarded from the Correspondence Classes
to schools where pupils work them under tha
guidance and supervision of the teacher. These

are returned to the Correspondence Classes for
correction and are then forwarded to the pupils,
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The results achieved so far have been grati-
Tying.

That indicates that whore children avail
themselves of this opportunity they do guite
well and this system of education is effcetive.
The report continues—

Tp those pupils who successfully reach the
Junier Certificate standard the Department
tmakes an alowance of £24 to enable the boy
or girl to attend a District High Sechool. An
ambitious child may, therefore, proceed to the
University by a clear cut track and a number
of pupils are procceding along this course. By
this means the Department has extended to
country pupils further opportunities in the
form of seholarships.

Thus, it is possible for a country child with
any aptitude to proceed to the University,
and the Education Department assists him
to do so. The member for Avon pointed ount
—and quite rightly—that correspondence
lessons cannot be wholly effective because
in a number of instances the parents have
not the time to devote to the children who
are doing honie lessons, and when they have
the time, the education is not sufficient to
enable them to understand the lessons. That
is perfectly frne, but the department has met
that diffienlty by forwarding correspondence
lessong to schools. The children in the coun-
try distriets can attend the schools and work
the papers under the supervision of teachers,
and fhose' papers are not marked by the
teachers in the schools but are forwarded to
the correspondence centre in the city, where
there are fully-trained and competent teach-
érs who give their attention to the work. My
cxperience has been that the results obtained
by children stndying under that method are
equal to -the results obtained by children
studying under a teacher. The personal
touch to a large extent is impassible, but so
well do the correspondenee teachers carry
oul their work that to a considerable degree
Lhey overcome fhat disability and achieve ex-
cellent vesults. We can be well pleased with
the work that is being done. We have no
cause for complaint against the officers of
the department, and we cannot say that the
Direetor is unmindful of the requirements of
the department. Neither ean this be said about
previous Directors of Edueation. When we
read the annual reports that are tabled from
vear to year, we find, almost without excep-
tion, that dircetors have drawn attention to
the lack of accommodation, the shortage of
furniture and material, and to the fact that
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education is being refarded as a consequence.
Every time the rcason given for this is in-
sufficient funds with which to meet the posi-
tion. We are inclined to say that is the
argument always advanced; that it is not
possible to do tbis or that because of insuf-
ficient money. T have for a long time ac-
copted that as the reason. We must face
facts. TFigures arc put before us reguiarly,
indicating the revenue of the State. We
know where the money is going. Although
the member for Avon (Mr. Boyle) suggests
we ought to eut down expenditure in other
direetions and yse the money for eduecation,
he did not say in what direction the enfting
down should be done. I would be inelined to
agree, if we could get away with it, that we
shonld take a large sum from onc depart-
ment and transfer it to the Education Vote.
That wonld suit me if it wonld snit the Trea-
surer. At the same time I eannot indicate
whieh department should give up the money,
nor do I think any other member could do
s0. Ministers are always anxious to obtain
as much as they ean for their own depart-
ments. The Minister for Education is no ex-
ception.  Time and again, when proposi-
tions have heen put to him, he has en-
deavoured to get money from the Treasurer,
but has not always succeeded. The State by
itself cannot find the money that ought to
he spenl on education. Tf we think the work
is worth while—and it is—and if we
agree that our education system is in-
adequate—no one ean  say otherwise—we
must get the money elsewhere. Tt iz just
as much a Federal vesponsibilitv as it is
ours. I have previonsly expressed the view
that the edueation of the children of the
Commonwealth is just as important as is the
training of soldiers, for which the Federal
Government has to find the neeessary funds.
The member for Avon is of the same
opinion. He said that one of his objeets
in moving the motion was to urge the neees-
sity for Western Australia demanding of
ihe Federal Government that it should take
a Tair share of the burden involved in the
edueation of the vourth of Australia. A
seleet committee 18 not required for that
purpose. We all know it, and the Minis-
ter himself knows 1f. We da not need a
seleet cammittee to find that out. The Minis-
ter for Education has eaid that repeated
attempts have been made with the Federal
Government not only hy this State buf by
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all the States. He explained that a Minister
of another State had made a special effort,
by drawing up a particularly good report
on teehnical education and by applying to
the Federal Government for assistance. No
help, however, was forthcoming. Qur only
hope is to continue to make application to
the Federal Government. We must enden-
vour to impress upon our representatives
in the Federal Parliament to take every op-
portunity to voice the necessity for Com-
monwealth assistance for education in all
the States. It may be that in the end we
shall receive help from that quarter. I
admit reluctantly that it is beyond the capa-
city of the State to do all that onght to be
done for edncation. I hope I did not mis-
understand the member for Avon when he
said that 30,000 children were condemned
to inefficient education.

Mr. Cross: He said they were all in the
country areas.

Mr. TONKIN: He said they were eoun-
try children,

Mr. Cross: That is entively wrong.

Mr. TONKIN: Did the hon. member
mean that the country school teachers were
inefficient? If so, he was doing a grave in-
justice to a large body of men and women.
He conld possibly say that seme ecouniry
school teachers were inefficient and that
some town school teachers were ineffieient.
There are, however, inefficieni members of
Parliament, inefficient doctors, and ineffi-
cient people in all walks of life.

Hon. P. Collier: Even amongst the law-
yers.

Mr. TONKIN: Quite so. If the hon.
member meant that all the country teachers
were inefficient, T am sorry for him. A big
majority of them went to the training eol-
lege. All teachers who have gone through
their two years’ course at the college have
not gone straight to city schools, for many
have gone to the country. Those teachers
have proved their worth in eountry schools.
Ample evidence is forthecoming of the exeel-
lent work thev have done and are doing
there. To say that 30000 children are con-
demmned to incfficient education is to say
something that is unworthy of the hon.
member. Troe, edueation throughout the
State could be more efficient if we had more
material, more furniture. better accommo-
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dation and smaller classes. All these things
would improve the standard of education.
It is entirely wrong that the hon. member
should have made such a statement, and I
hope he will yet change his opinion. I can
bear with him when he complains because of
the long distance some children have to
travel to attend school, and when he speaks
of others receiving no education whatever.
Some children at the ages of 14 or 15 are
unable to say they have reccived any ednea-
tion. That state of affairs should not be
allowed. Something is being done to remedy
the siteation, but the remedy is not wholly
effcetive. In the case of correspondence
clagses some parents are not able to give
instruetion to their children. T do not think
a solution lies in the direction of eonsoli-
dated schools; T would not say that postu-
lated a state of perfection. There are vast
drawhacks to that especially in sparsely
populated arcas. When children have to
travel a long way to school they are not in
a condition to learn, and they have also to
make a long journcy after school. Consoli-
dated schools are of advantage wheve travel
is over a short distance. I have seen some-
thing of those schoals, where good work ig
heing done, but one could not apply that
systom as a remedy in sparsely populated
districts. The correspondenre system has
done a great amount of good. Tt has en-

abled the department to take eduea-
tion into homes where previously there
was none. If members will read the
report of the department, and the

seetion dealing with correspondence classes,
they will agree that exeellent work is being
done. T see no reason for the appoiniment
of a selcet eommittee, hecause it wonld dis-
cover nothing we do not already know. Tf
T thought it would diseover anything we did
not know, or would indicate methods we
did not know. T would support the motion.
T eannot =zee that Lhe motion is of any valug
and so T do not propase to vote for it. The
hon. member, in taking the step he did.
has undoubtedly drawn the attention of the
peaple to our system of education. Ti may
he that his endeavours will hear fruit later
on. If the people can become imbued with
the necessity for making greater gacrifices
in the interests of education, perhaps they
will bring pressure to hear in itke right
place, and eventually we may roceive Ied-
eral assisfanee.
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MR. CROSS (Canning} [7.57]: At the
cutset of his remarks the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) said he was not embarking on
& fishing expedition. He made a number of
complaints. Amongst other things he said
that last year only £50,448 was spent on
new buildings or renovations. He also said
that 30,000 children were being eondemned
to ineflicient edueation, and in mapy cascs
to an entire lack of education. His figures
must be wrong. The report of the Director
states that the total enrolment for the year
was 57,347 children. The report gives some
interesting figures dealing with the cost
of educating the children. The figures I
will quote refer specifically to country
areas.

Mr. Thorn: We have had all that.

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member will agree
that most of the schools having in atten-
danee 20 children or fewer than that number
are in country areas,

Mr. Thorn: You usually make a speech
by reading reports.

Mr. CROSS: And the hon. member can-
not make one at all, On page 29 of the
report members will find a statement by
the Director that schools having an average
attendance of 20 or fewer than that num-
ber show a cost per head for edueation last
year of £20 7s. 734d.

Mr. Wilson: Where do you get the three
farthings from?

Mr. CROSS: That 15 the fizure mentioned
in the report. Even thus the department
proposes to spend n greater amount this
vear. 1 regret that the member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenan) is not present. It
would be interesting to know where he
stands on this partienlar phase of the ques-
tion, because in 1931-32 the hon. member
was Minister for Edueation. The member
for Avon (Mr. Bovle) complained that only
£57,000 had been spent en buildings, but in
the year to which T have just referred when
the member for Nedlands was Minister for
Education, that gentleman freely used the
pruning knife to the vote, and though it
was not applied to the country areas, it was
applied to the metropolitan distriets. In
1928-29 the Labour Government then in
power spent £79,940 in renovations and new
buildings. Tn 1931-32 when the member for
Nedlands oceupied the Eduecation portfolio,
the party of which he was a member reduced
that sum to £50,599. But that is not the
whole story. The average cost per head for
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the education of children in 1927-20 was
£12 10s. 10d., whereas the member for Ned-
lands three years later reduced that amount
by nearly £3, the peor eapita figure being £9
11s. 3d. We also find that the member for
Nedlands reduced the total vote in the same
period from £314,829 to £549,115, The
cost per bead of eduneation on the average
attendance in 1932-33 was £8 14s. 7d. Last
vear, under the Labour administration, that
figure was inereased to £11 2s. 7d. In com-
parison with 1936-37 there is an incrense of
13s. 2d. per head. I am heginning tfo
wonder whether we are getting efficiency
and value for the money that is being spent
on the system. The member for Avon said
something about the ecost per head of the
population. This, last year amounted to £1
10s. 9%d. Five years ago when the member
for Nedlands was Minister for Eduecation,
the figure stood ab £1 4s, 534d. The increase
in the Edueation Vote has not been confined
to the primary and secondary schools. Thers
has been & sharp inerease in the University
Vote during the last few years. When the
member for Nedlands was Minister for Edo-
cation the University grant was £25,293. In
1036-37 it had been built up fo £35,780, or
an increase of slightly less than £10,500. I
am begining to wonder what will eventually
bhe the limit in the cost of edncation and just
low much the people will stand. The time
has arrived when consideration should be
given to the question whether we are getting
value for the money being expended. There
is one other subjeet with which I wish to
deal. I am of opinion that the present sys-
tem of edueation, if administered and carried
out properly, shonld prove efficient, bat
there is a bugbear that has entered nearly
every home in the State and it is the practice
that is adopted of giving a considerable
amount of homework to children to carry out
at night. Steps should be taken to see
whether that work eould not he done, per-
haps more efficiently, during the school-hour
period. I know that there is considerable
discontent amongst the parents of school
children and that diseontent is not confined
to the metropolitan area, becanse of the
habit of forcing children to take school work
to their homes. The parents are dissatisfied
and the practice should be stopped. I have
reported the discontent to the Minister and
have been informed that the children need
not do home work unless they so desire. But
in cases where they do mnot earry ount the
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home duties allotted to them by their
teachers, on their return to school next day
the tcachers keep the children in school dur-
ing playtime or the luncheon hour. I in-
tend to test the feeling of members on this
aquestion by moving an amendment to the
motion. I propese to add certain words to
the motion on the question of homework. I
move an amendment—

That the following words be added to the
motion:—*‘and which will not require chil-
dren to do any homework.*’

I am convinced that the motion itself will
not get us anywhere; but with the amend-
ment we may at least get a decision on
something about which all mothers will agree.

MR. WATTS
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

[88]: I

{Katanning)

Aves . . 21
Noes - .. 15
Majority for 6
AYES.

Mr. Boyle 1 Mr.P.C L. Smith

Mr. Oollier Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Styanis

Mr. Fox Mr. Thorn

Mr, Hawhe Mr. Tookin

Mr. Lambert Mr, Tray

Mr_ Marshail Mr. Watts

Mr, Millington Mr, Wise

Mr. Patrick Mr. Withers

Mr. Snmpsaon Mr. Doney

Mr. Sleeman [Telter.)

Noes.

Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Cronx Mr. Raphael

Mr. Doust Mr. Rodoreda

Miss Holman Mr. Shearn

Mr. Leahy Ar. Welsh

Mr. McDonald Mr. Willmott

Mr, McLarty Mr. Wilson

Mr. North {Teller.y

Motion (adjournment) thus passed.

T3

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 21st September.

MR, McDONALD {West Perth) [8.14]:
It is my intention to support the second
raading of the Bill. If is true, as the mem-
ber for Nedlands and the Minister for Jus-
tice said, there is real need for a eompre-
hensive measure to re-enaet and bring unp
to date the whole of our company legisla-
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tion. I feel that the Bill before us, although
it touches a part only of the legislation
dealing with eompanies, may do something
to protect the public from undesirable eom-
pany operations. Certain amendments will
probably be desirable to the measure in
Committee, and notice has been given by
the member for Katanning (Mr. Watts) of
amendments which 1 propose to support.
I am unable to share the opinion held by
the Minister as to the difliculty of bring-
ing our company legislation into modern
form. An indusirions gentleman named
Pixley last year produced a book called
“* Australian Companies Aets,”’ in which he
sets out all the various Companies Acts
of the Australian States. I think I am rvight
in saying that all the States with the execp-
tion of Western Australia have modernised
their Companies Aects within the last eight
of 10 years. If the Minister’s law advisers
took any one of these modernised statutes,
they could not go far wrong in applying it
to Western Ausiralin. I was sorprised that
the Minister opposed the sceond reading of

the Bill. He does not seem to be en-
tivaly  goneictont.  Omn Covornment  busi-

ness days nobody can exceed the Minister
in youthful enthusiasm for reform, bhut
when it comes to private members’ days he
sces in private members’ proposals all sorts
of visionary diffienlties. On Tuesdays he
is prompt to shatter the constitution of the
Legislative Couneil, but on Wednesdays he
throws his protecting arms around a statute
which first saw the light of day in the Bri-
tish House of Commons nearly 80 years
ago. I think the Minister should be more
consistent, and should follow the member
for Swan along the path of progress, cven
although the step proposed to be made by
this amendment of company legislation is
not a very big one. The measure, although
far from our real and final objeetive in
overhaunling the Companies Aet, justifies
support for the seeond reading, and will do
something to protect investors against those
who may be adopting unfair taeties.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.18]: I know
it is the desire of the member for Swan to
have as much support as possible for his Bill,
and I am indeed pleascd to be able to sup-
port the powerful argumeats which have
heen addueed in favour of the measure,
although I fully realise the need for a com-
prehensive amendment of the Companies Act.
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The Bill, if passed, will lead only to a tem-
porary tiding-over of a great evil with re-
gard to sharebroking. The question whieh
oceurs to one is, why are people so willing
to come forward and hand over money fo
canvassers at front doors? I was pgoing
through some taxation figures the other day,
and I noticed that in Australia £118,000,000
is heing taken out of the pockets of the
pecple annually by way of taxation. Such
an e¢normous amount of taxation must have
the cffect of gradually causing people to
alter their whole outlook upon life and their
ambitions. When one comes to eonsider what
we are really being taxed for at the present
juncture, it renders the idea of throwing
away £10 on a speculative share deal quite
a pleasure compared with paying out large
sums in various taxes. The previous motion,
which was on the subject of cdugation, might
well be introduced into this discussion,
though of course you, Mr. Speaker, would
not permit it. To me the Taxation Depart-
ment in itself has become almost a second
form of education. If we want to smoke, or
«consume liquor, or even purchase food, we
find that all these things are now punishable
by taxation. The whole direction of taxation
seems to be to drive people to he abstemious,
to live a simple life, to avoid doing anything,
because they can hardly move without being
taxed. Therefore when someonc comes to
the front door with shares to scll in a big
new speculation, it must be a great tempta-
tion to people who submit fo the enormons
amount of taxation that burdens this genera-
tion to take the chance of getting a good re-
turn and so attempting to counterbalance

the tremendous load to which they are
subjeeted. I do not say that to Jus-
tify such persons bheing trapped, but

by way of supporting the view of the
memher for Swan that a move forward
should be made. T have on occasion heard
the hon. member charged with being a politi-
cal troglodyte. The member for Boulder
{Hon. P. Collier) has several times within
my recollection been harsh in his eriticism of
the views of the member for Swan, deserib-
ing them as dating back to the Stome Age.
But to-night, and during the progress of the
Bill, we have seen the member for Swan
make a forward move (o protect persons who
are anxions to invest money speculatively
with a view to getting back a portion of the
thousands they have lost in a lifetime throngh

[ASSEMBLY.]

penal taxation. Thercfore 1 have much plea-
sure in supporting the Bill.

On motion by Mr. Shearn, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—MAREKETING OF ONIONS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 21st Septemnber.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. ¥F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [8.25]: I have a
few observations to offer on this measure.
The hou. member who introduced the Bill in
his opening remarks said he noticed iu the
Press recently that the Minister for Lands
had rvetnrned to Perth from the Eastern
States after attending a conference at which
consideration was given to fhe neeessity for
stabilising the wheat industry, and that a
scheme was also dealt with under which
prices would be fixed for export wheat and
for flour and bread, to be operative when
the price of wheat fell below 3s, 8d. per
hushel. I desire to inform the hon. member
that the legislation I propose to introduce
has very few features in cominon with the
Bill under discussion. In no sense will it
wive the wheatgrower the privileges which
this mensure proposes to confer on the par-
tienlar seetion whose interests the hon, mem-
her desires to advance. The hon. member
mentioned other legistation in support of
his proposal—the Milk Board, the Dried
Fruits Board, and the board to eontrol the
price of potatoes, whieh, by the way, is not
compulsory. The potato growers have been
able to advanee their price this vear heenuse
of voluntary action, netion which is not sup-
ported by any legislation. The hon. member
lias said that the Milk Board's aetivities had
brought prosperity to the industry.

Mr. Sampson: The dairymen can feed
their cows now.

The MINISTER T'OR TANDS: Vested
interests, the member for South Fremantle
{Mr. Fox) stated, in the milk trade are now
worth about £10 per gallon. That amount
of £10 per gallon is a gift from the com-
munity, When the goodwill alone is worth
£10 per gallen, the milk producers have been
placed in a very happy position. The hon,
member referred to the Transport Board,
but the Transport Board doees not fix prices,
which his Bill proposes to do. Tt is urged
on behalf of the Bill that its passing will
enable growers to hold their onion supplies
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and control and regulate the market; hut
almost in the same breath we are told that
onions must be marketed promptly, as other-
wise they become equivalent to a dead loss.
Then how can this legislaiion alter the
position, enhance the inlerests of the onion
growers hy enabling them to store their eoni-
modity, whiel, it is stated, cannot be held but
must be sold promptly? I am now repeat-
ing the hon. momber’s owp words. A com-
modity which must be sold promptly ecannot
he stored, and the supply cannot be regu-
Iated over a long term.

Mr. Sampsen: I wish you would repeat
vour words of 1925.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Never
mind my words of 1923, They are 13 years
uld. Tn the interim I have seen some of this
legislation in operation, and I hope I have
not lived the last 13 vears in vain. The
member for Sonth Fremantle said that price-
fixing is not sontemplated in the Bill. 1t
contemplates little else. 1 the Bill does not
contemplate price-fixing, it contemplates
nothing. The board which is to control this
product nnder the Bill, if cnacted, is to con-
sist of five members, three of whom are to
e growers elected by the growers, und the
other two to he nominated by the Governor,
one of them having commereial or mercan-
tile expericnee.  The mawnher for South Fre-
mantle has suggested that one member of
the hoard should be a public servant. T am
wondering what that public servant is going
fo achieve in that eompany? Three out of
five will be the nominees of the growers, and
three will outvote two; and so of what value
ean the public servant he on that hoard, ex-
cept to give it a tone of respectability? Of
course the three will decide all the time,
dominate all the time. The three growers
will work, as they should, in the intcrests of
the growers,

Mr. Sampson:
conviction.

The MMinister for Agriculture: No.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All this
talk about orderly marketing and providing
the community in times of scarcity is mean-
ingless.

Mr. Lambert: Why did vou not give the
farmers a farmer on the Agrienitural Bank
Board?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
main ohject of this legislation is to give the
onion growers a statutory right to levy
tribute on the community., The proposed

They would bhe open io
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hoard may do other things, but thai is the
main object of this legislation. Members
of the Opposition, espeecially Country Party
members, weleome the Bill. They have con-
gralulated the member for South Fremantle
on its introduction. They say whole-
heartedly, “This is a Bill to be welcomed.”
A few weeks ago we discussed in this
Clamber an amendment of the Industrial
Arbitration Aect, but no member suggoested
that a court should be clocted from the
Trades Hall. TProbably that was a great
inadvertence. With legislation such as this
in mind, what would be said in this com-
inunity if Mr. Trainer, Mr. Mooney and an-
other member of the Trades Hall were
cloeted to the Arbitration Court to fix the
wages of workers in industry, and such
wages as the workers insisted upon? Would
the Country Party agrec to that?

Mr. Patrick: Do you think they
put that over us?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
suggestion has never been made in  this
House that the worker has the right to elect
e members of the Arbitration Court. He
cleets one represenlative; the emplovers
elect another, while the third is a nominee
of the Government. Before a worker ean
seenre gn increase in his wages or a hetter-
ment of his conditions, he wust explain to
the Arhitration Court the details of his oe-
cupation and must adduee cvidenee to sup-
port his elaims. There is no suggestion of
that character in this Bill at all.

Mr, Sampson: Onion growers do not even
cirn the hosie wage.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
the grower suggests he shall fix the price
of (he eommodity.

Mr. Patrick: There is a e¢heek on his
price.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
is the check?

Mr. Patriek: Onions from Vietoria.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
all provided for. Vietoria has an Onien
Board whiceh controls the produet there.
All this proposed onion board would have
to do wounld be to get into tonch with the
Vieterian board. That is part of the scheme
of this legislation: one board works in with
another. I admit that in the last resort, con-
trol is in the hands of the people, who could
abstain from purchasing onions. The onion

couId-
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is nof an absolutely necessary com-
modity, and so the people could control
the board in that way. But I object to the
principle of the legislation. Legislation of
a similar character is urged for every com-
modity, and this Houge must lay down
some principle with respect to it. I agree
that the primary producer should get
a fair price for his commodity, but he onght
fo prove his c¢ase in the same way as the
worker has to prove his before the Arbitra-
tion Court. No section of the community is en-
titled fo secure legislation for itself by which
it can obtain a packed board and then ex-
ploit the community with respeet to the com-
modity sought to be controlled. During the
absence of my colleague, the Minister for Ag-
riculture, the price of butter was raised. Iam
not sure any justification existed for the in-
crease; in faet, many producers here would
net admit justification. The excuse raised
was drought conditions, but those conditions
did not affect the Western Australian indus-
iry at all. The Consumers’ Association wrote
to me on the matter, and a protest eame from
the consumers' representative on the Dairy
Products Board, but I found I had no power
to interfere.

Mr. Sleeman: You had better repeal the
Act,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shonld
be glad to help the producer to state his
case to a court. There should be the fullest
inquiry, such as is made in the case of a
worker applying for an inerease in wages
and better conditions.

Mr. Patrick: The growers would weleome
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But they
do not put it forward.

Mr. Sampson: Would you support it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If this
legislation is persevered with, there will be
grievous cause for complaint in the future
which the Government will have to correct, if
it ean. The Country Party will not attempt
to correct it, because that party stands for
such legislation.  The Country Party has
propagated this type of legislation until
people, not knowing the implications are
beginning to say, *Yes, it is necessary that
something should be done.”

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: This Bill has been
introduced by a Labour member,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: ln my
opinion, the primary produeer is entitled to
decent living conditions, and to a profit on
his operations; but the suggestion made to
me from time to time is that the primary pro-
ducer must get a profit on everything he
produces. If he grows wheat, he must have
a profit on that; he must have a profit on his
pigs, his lambs, and, if he is in the South-
West, on his butter. The producer wants a
hoard to control each item of produce. 1 pro-
pose to give members some instances of the
earnings of farmers. These particulars were
sent to me by a gentleman in the South-West
who gets for some farmers. He did not send
me the information for the purpose of this
argument, but because he wished to let me
know how these people were progressing.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Are they onion-
growers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Neverthe-
less, the information will probably make you
weep.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The in-
formation I wish to place hefore members is
as follows:—One settler has a holding of 132
acres carrying 40 cows. His family consists
of two mirls, two hoys, aged 18 and 15, and
wife.  His reeeipts from butter fat were
£541; from 29 cattle, £74; and from 52
pigs, £116; a total of £731. His profit was
£576.

Mr. Patrick: Would yon call that man an
average Sounth-West settler?

The MINTSTER TFOR LANDS: Never
mind the average settler. The Country Party
argues that these men are entitled o a board
to coutrol dairy products and all other pro-
ducts, a board that must see to it that they
et a profit.

Mr, Seward: Do you mean to say that
man’s total expenditure was under £260%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 can de-
tail the expenditure: seed, £4; fodder, £9;
super, £12; purchnse of cattle, £6; purchase
of pigs (32), £50; irrigation, £30; rates,
£11; insurance, £3; repairs, £11; sacks, £2;
travelling, £15; stamps, £2.

Mr. Sampson: Did he buy any food?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
give another instance. Another settler has a
holding of 232 acres and 35 cows. Three
vears ago he bought 160 acres, part of the
total area, and paid £200 deposit. Last April
he paid the bhalance out of the profits from
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his farm. This man’s income from butter was
£448; 69 catile, £494; pumpkins, £58; 18
pigs, £41; sundries, £39; potatoes, £209;
peas, £79; chafl, £71; super bonus, £15; total,
£1.454. He made a profit of £662.

Mr. Warner: Can yon put me on to a
block in that locality?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: These
statements were sent to me. Perbaps this
settler will weleome a potato board, a pea
board, and a pig board; also a pumpkin
hoard, a cattle board, and a butier board, to
ensure a profit on all those items. Hon.
members opposite have sometimes told me
that we do not give the farmers sufficient to
live on when we advanee from £6 to £9 a
month for sustenance. This settler must eon-
sume some of these produets in his own home
and thereby considerably supplement his
living requirements.

Mr. Seward: Did you say he was on sus-
tenance?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. His
expenditure is as follows :—Seed, £41; super,
£153; purchase of cattle {37), £284; pur-
chase of two pigs, £7; fodder, £33;
stamps, &£2: snndries, £i0; bags, £20;
travelling, £2; wages, £104; repairs, £35;
licenses, £3; taxation, £24; rates, £10; irri-
gation, £62.

Mr. Patrick: You made a mistake when
writing down South-West properties.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
quite possible. T leave it to the Opposition
to pay an oceasional compliment. I am not
concerned about the profit a seftler makes,
as long as he is not given statutory right to
exploil the community. We certainly should
not give protection to sections to enable them
to exploit the community. Otherwise we
shall be permitting exploitation to such an
extent that the prosperity of other in-
dustries will be destroyed. The dried

fruits seetion has legislation of this
kind. I gave those producers that leg-
islation. Members might think it peen-

Tiar that I should now be objecting to
the prineiple. I admitted the necessity for
the legislation at the time becanse Tastern
States growers would have captured the local
market. In giving the producers that legis-
lation, however, I provided that the Minister
should have the right to veto any action
taken by the board.

Mr. Patrick: The veto has never been
exercised.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, it has.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When we
go into a shop to buy raisins, we have to pay
1s. per Ib, for very indifferent raisins, I
am sure there would be a far bigger market
for raisins if the price were more reason-
able.

Mr. Thorn: You do not pay 1s. per lb. for
raisins.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I bay
them and that is what I have to pay.

Mr. Thorn: You are probably talking of
dessert raising. You pay 8. per 1b. for the
others,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no more prolific crop in this eountry than
that of the grape vine, and the drying is
done largely by the sun, though, of course,
a little labour is required.

Myr. Thorn: The fruit has to be turned
every day.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: That works out at
only 3d. per Ib. for fresh grapes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Fresh
grapes are cheap. I am talking of the pro-
cessed eommodity. There is no legislation
conferring statutory rights upon the pro-
dueers of frosh orapes,

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: Four pounds of
fresh grapes are required to make 1 lb. of
Taisins.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
does not matter. Raisins, however, are un-
important in that people ecan do without
them.

Mr. Patrick: They ean do without onions,
too.

The MINFSTER FOR LANDS: Yes, the
community ean counteract this legislation by
not buying onions. However, I am not con-
cerned about that; I am concerned about the
prineiple, which is unfair. Members op-
posite, by flattery and suggestion, will hyp-
notise the community. The member for
Swan {Mr. Sampson) is a perfect para-
noiec—if T may use the term inoffensively—
on legislation of this kind.

Mr. Sarapson: Better be a paranoic than
change your coat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 should
change my coat whenever I find that legis-
lation is having ill-effects on the cormmunity.

Mr., Sampson: It is quite satisfactory in
Queensland. ‘

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
felt worried about this type of legislation,
‘When I introdoced the Dairy Products Mar-
keting Regulation Bill in 1934, it was Gov-
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ernment policy, but I inserted a Ministerial
veto. I could have abolished any board con-
stituted under that legislation. That was
the control I took. The desire of some pro-
ducers at the time was to have statutory
rights that could exploit the community, and
there has always been an agitation for pro-
ducer control.

Mr. Sampson: Not to exploit the com-
munity but to give the producers a living,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do net
aceept the two examples I have quoted as
an average sample of what is being accom-
plished.

Mr. Pairick: A pity they did not repre-
sent the average.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But I
confend that any legislation that gives a
hoard the privilege to exploit the com-
munity:

Mr. S8ampson: No, to give the producers
a living.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: ——whe-
ther it be a potato board, an onion board,
an apple board, a butter board, a pea board,
a chaft hoard, or any other board, is not a
reasonable proposition. If a board is
created comprising an independent chair-
man, a representative of the growers and a
representative of the consumers, nobody ean
complain that it is not fairly constifuted.

Hon. P. Collier: And with the veto of
the Minister, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
Government appointed fhe chairman, the
growers could appoint their representative
and the consumers could appoint their
representative. Then we would have a
board somewhat resembling the Arbitration
Court. That conrt is good enough for the
worker; it is all that we give the worker;
and a board so constituted should be good
enongh for the producers. Prodycers are not
entitled to ask for special privileges that
they are not prepared to grant to other
sections of the community. That is where
I take my stand on this legislation. I do
not want to oppose the Bill. T should like
the hon. member’s constituents to get a rea-
sonable price for their product, just as 1
should like to see other growers receiving a
reasonable priece for their produets, but it
must be by fair and reasonable means and
after inquiry into all the facts. With these
reservations, I give the Bill my henediction.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
i8.51) : I commend tiic hon. member for hav-
ing introduced the Bill. In view of the dis-
cussion that has taken place, he will pro-
bably reconsider his proposal to have a
board of this kind.

Mr. Hegney: Are you supporting or op-
posing the Bill?

Mr. LAMBERY: It I spoke at consider-
able length, I doubt whether the hon. mem-
ber would understand. We have had a
considerable amount of Jegislation of this
kind. If we do uot write into our political
philosophy the theory of competition in the
marketing of products of this sort, the only
alternative will be the restrietion of pro-
duction and the regulation of prices by
means of the ereation of boards. I was
pleased to hear the remarks of the Minister
for Lands. On broad principles he believes
in the Bill and has given it his usual bene-
diction. That is what he does when he
opposes anything. Apparently he is not
prepared to restrict the production of shai-
lots. Terhaps he has in mind the disturbed
state of Europe and fears that Mussolini
might adopt a strong attitude towards the
production of garlie in Western Australia.
The Minister indulged in a long ramble over
an extensive field that had no application
or relation to the question before the Chair.
He quoted instances of pig produets, bnt-
ter and other commodities that in no way
could bhe linked with the restriction of the
production or regulation of the price of
onions in this State. However, the Minis-
ter might, like Einstein, possess some know-
ledge of the law of relativity that I do not
understand. He made a delightful speeeh
ahont some producers who are prosperous
in contradistinetion to the onion growers st
Spearwoad. His contribution to the debate
was certainly entertaining. If members of
the Opposition approve of these prineiples
of eonirol, we must be prepared to say that
competition must go, and in its stead we
must set up boards to regulate the prices
of commodities needed bv the consuming
public. To take a blind step towards the
regulafion of prices as oppesed to the sys-
tem of untrammelled competition would be
very serious. The fime will come when the
ereation of boards to regulate prices will
have only one end, namely, the limitation
of production. If we could sell our surplus
commodities to some other ecouniry, the
regulation of prices for home eonsumption
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might be possible. When the Minister re-
ferred to the regulation of the prices of
dried fruits, he eourageously told us, ‘‘I
gave you that legislation.”’ I remarked lo
the member for Roehourne that if the Min-
ister had given us that legislation, we might
as well go home. I was under the impres-
sion that we had had at least something to
do with the passing of the measure., Evi-
dently the Minister meant that he had in-
troduced the Bill and that we, rightly
or wrongly, had supported him in get-
ting it placed on the statute-book.
Despite the good intentions of the mentber
for South Fremantle, I do pot want my
Ttalian friends at Kurrawang to have their
supplies of garlie cat off and 1 shall eer-
tainly shed eopious tears if the spring onion
requirements of Country Party members are
not fortheoming. The member for Roe-
hourne {Mr. Rodoreda), in a characteristie
speech, said that the latter vegetable was the
rmblem of members who sit an the Opposi-
tion benches. The Minister for Lands in-
dulged in a skirmish when discussing the
Bill, but if we are to have legislation of this
deseription, let us consider whether we are
to banish competition altogether., If we are
agreed that it is fair to regnlate fhe hours
and conditions of industrialists, it may also
he arguable that we can do the same thing
for the producers. If we are to attempt to
accomplish that, it should not e by means
of setting up boards here, there and every-
where. At any rate, if we are to do any-
thing of that deseription, we should safe-
guard the interests of the consmming publie
upon whom the producers vely for their
living.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [8.56]: I
do not desire to cast a silent vote on the
Bill, otherwise I may be regarded as asso-
ciating myself with a profiteering proposi-
tion., I believe the Bill will have the effect
of increasing prices and at the same fime
reducing prices during fimes of scareitv. If
it is comsidered that the constitution of the
hoard is unsatisfactory, that phase can re-
ceive consideration in Committee and pro-
vision ean he made for representatives of
the consumers and the growers. If the Bill
i= amended along those lines, T cannot sec
that any harm ean result. I shall certainly
iote for the second rcading and when the
Bill is in Committee I hope to have it
amended along the lines I have indieated.
In fact, I believe it is time the Government
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gave atftention to the appointment of
ancther Lowrd, oire that will deal with the
price of bread. With wheat costing 2s. a
bushel and bread 5%d. a loaf, it is about
time the Government took action.

Mr., Patrick: What about when wheat is
75 2d. a bushel?

Mr. Raphacl: Who gets the profit?

Mr, SLEEMAN: 1 do not think the
farmer is getting it; [ believe the miller is
wetting the benefit of the wide margin. TIf
4 price-fixing tribunal were set wup, the
housewife wonid be able to purchase bread
at mueh less than she has to pay to-day. If
the Bill is amended in Committee so as o
alter the constitution of the board and to
deal with the veto question to which the
Minister referred, it should prove of benefit
to the public,

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [91]: 1 sup-
port the second reading of the Bill and
possibly do 50 with a little more enthusiasm
than the Minister for Lands. If it becomes
law, it will represent the first Bill exactly
of this tvve to be passed in Western Aus-
tralin, I admit that the measnre is prob-
ably not ideal. Members will agree that it
would have bheen far better had the Bill
been introduced by the Government, for
there is an obvious weakness when such
a Bill is brought forward by a private
member., Nevertheless, the Bill in principle,
as the Minister for Lands admitted, is
worthy of support at the second reading
stage, leaving the House to consider in
Committee what it will do with respect to
the various clauses. I rose prineipally to
pass & few remarks on some observations
by the Minister for Lands when referring
to the Bill. He quoted financial returns,
which he stated had been supplied to him
from the South-West regarding two farmers
who were obviously persons of some con-
siderable prosperity on properties that were
nndoubtedly capable of intense eultiva-
tion of a varietv of products. The im-
pression that the Minister’s remarks would
have conveved to anyone listening to him
who had no general knowledge of the cir-
cumstanees of primary producers in the
RSouth-West, wounld prebably have been
that the information was fairly represen-
tative of the majority of the farmers in
that part of the State.

Mr. Patrick: I wish it were.
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Mr. WATTS: The position of the great
majority of the farmers in the South-West
is nothing of the kind. The circumstances
of a fair majority of those farmers is very
far removed from that suggested by the
Minister. The majority of those farmers,
particularly of the newer settlers in the
South-West and also, I venture to suggest,
in the electorate represented by the mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox), are
very far removed from the circumstances
quoted by the Minister.

My, Seward: And it applies to the wheat
belt.

Mr. WATTS: Exacily. And to other
parts as well. The farmers are in very dif-
ferent financial eireunmstances. The details
quoted by the Minister for Lands conveyed
the idea that some progress has been made
in the South-West and there is obviously
some from the point of view of the two
gentlemen he referred to, but that does not
mean that his remarks ean be applied to all
primary producers in Western Australia. And
so we ean, 1 think, for the purpose of the
consideration of this Bill at any rate, ig-
nore the Minister’s obhservations in that
particular regard. He had quite a lot to
say concerning the desire of the primary
producer to make a profit out of every item.
He said that the producer wants a profit on
his turnips, his pumpkins, his pigs, his or-
chard, his bufter and so on. May I ask,
is the primary producer not entitled to de-
mand that each branch of his industry
should return him some profit? Do we
expect our traders and manufacturers to
sell any item of their trade or production
at a loss? I do not think we do. Nor
would they continue mueh longer to sell
or produce the item if they were obliged to
do 5o at a loss. They would shortly tell us
that there is no need for them to continue
losing money on their job. Then why is
there any oceasion for the Minister to sug-
gest that the onion growers at Spearwood
and elsewhere should continue producing
commodities at a loss? The member for
South Fremantle has stated that the pre-
sent position means that they very often
do produce at a loss.

Tn answer to an interjection the Min-
ister for Lands also suggested that the
Onion Board of Victoria, or elsewhere,
in collaboration with =an onion board
that might be established in this State,
would soon fix the business so that
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the price of onions imported from
Vietoria would naturally be so high that
the price of onions in Western Ausiralia
would also be kept up, thereby apparently
overcoming the trade and commerce laws
of the Commonwealth, which the Bill pur-
ports not to infringe. However, from the
particulars supplied to the House by fthe
Minister for Agriculture regarding the
Cnion Board of Vietoria, it does not seem
to have much prospeet of disposing of its
own onions at a particularly high priee, but
would be glad to dispose of them at almost
any price. In the particular circumstances
of Vietoria the figures show that there is
obviously an over-production and overplus
available for export. The faet is that the
Victorian growers would have been very
glad indeed to accept any price for that
proportion of their onion erop which, after
picking it over, they were obliged to de-
stroy. So that seetion of the Minister’s
argnment does not seem to have any weight
at all against the Bill. Indeed, it scems
spurions in its nature.

Mr. Patrick: The Minister was support-
ing the Bill.

Mr. WATTS: Allegedly he was. It is
allowable, in the circumstances, to eontrast
the observations he made in support of the
Bill with those which he made otherwise.
I do not suggest, as I said at the beginning,
that the Bill is perfect. In my opinion, it
is eapable of considerable improvement. For
example, T would be prepared to meet the
Minister to some extent in regard fo protect-
ing the interests of consumers if the board
to he appointed showed itself unreasonable.
T would snggest to the Mimstier that in the
State of Victoria that matter has received
consideration. There, when -circumstances
arise in which the Minister considers there
has been improper behaviour on the part
of the board, he is entitled to appoint a
commiftee to inquire into the matter, and
then to take action on the report of that
committee if he finds that the position is
getting ont of hand. That provision, if in-
corporated in a Bill of this nature, would be
quite reasonably satisfactory. The point
we have to consider at the present time is
whether the position of onion growers in
Western Anstralia is sueh that some regula-
tion for the sale of their production is re-
quired, whether in the absence of such regu-
lation their position is likely to become even
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worse than it is now. On the information
before us we ean be satisfied that that is
the case. 'We have yet to find out what the
effect of passing a Bill of this kind would
be on the particular commodity. So far as
ong can see, however, the Bill itself, sub-
jeet to certain amendments, will have a
good effect as regards the producer and will
have no undesirable effect on the consumers
of this community. In the cireumstanees 1
see no reason why the second reading should
pot be supported.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [9.10]: I in-
tend to support the second reading of the
Bill, and with other members I offer my
congratulations to the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. Fox) on having introduced
it. The hon. member is making a very real
effort to provide for the orderly and
proper marketing of the onion c¢rop. A
year or So ago we endeavoured to pass legis-
lation for the marketing of eggs on behalf
of the poultry farmers. I feel sure that we
on this side of the Chamber could very well
do with a man of the ealibre of the member
for Sounth Fremantle to assist us in for-
warding such legislation. All these requests
for marketing facilities poinf distinetly te
the necessity for the bringing down by the
Government of a comprehensive markeling
Bill for all primary produets. Such a mea-
sure is long overdue, and will have fo come.
TIn the Conservative Old Country to-day it
is felt necessary to introduce this type of
legislation for the protection of producers.
The Minister for Lands, to my way of
thinking, made a somewhat glaring com-
parison. He picked ont two highly pros-
perous cases in the South-West with a view
to making the House believe that the pro-
ducers of Western Australia are highly
prosperous to-day. Some of the production
costs of one of those properties are well
worth going into. The eost of super in one
ease is stated at £12, and in the other case
at £150. The fignres guoted by the Minis-
ter were to that effect. One can only sur-
mise that the methods of fertilisation must
be very different. T believe that if we had
a c¢omprehensive markeling Aet we could
have one hoard with one cost, instead of
having the costs of various boards.

The Minister went to great trouble to
explain to the House how the worker of fo-
day gets his working conditions. Undoub-
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tedly the worker bas secured improvea
working conditions. His hours have been
shortened, and he has a definite wage, fixed
on the cost of living, to provide for him-
self and his family. But to-day we find
that the majority of producers in Western
Australia do not receive anything like the
basic wage for their work. Consider the
position of the vegetable growers. It is
ntterly disastrous, How they exist I do
not know. There are canses fov that situa-
tion, and one of the causes is that large

numbers of settlers from overseas en-
gage In the vegetable growing indus-
try. This faet further strengthens the

case for some mathod of orderly market-
ing. There is no eight-hour day in the vege-
table growing industry. In my electorate and
in that of the Minmister for Works, Mount
Hawthorn, one sces husband and wife and
family working in the vegetable garden fry-
ing to make it pay. There is a definite case
in which, if a board were set up, some re-
gbriction on planting conld be introduced.
Such restriction is highly necessary. Repre-
sentatives of the industry the ather day as-
sured me that the position is so desperate
that any maove to organise will result in 100
per cent. organisation. I sineerely hope that
the 100 per cent. organisation will be secured,
as that will assist these growers to conduet
their industry profitably. Westralian Farm-
ers I believe are very suceessfully marketing
potatees to-day for the growers, and I hope
their efforts will result in permanent success.

The Minister for Agriculture: It would be
a different tale on a falling market.

Mr. THORN: I do not know. OQrderly
marketing goes a long way towards securing
for the producer a stabilised price. The
argnment that applies to the fixing of prices
for onions also applies fo the fixing of prices
for potatoes.  There is a definite check on
price-fixing. The member for South Fre-
mantle {Mr. Fox) and other members know
that if an attempt were made to fix the prics
of onions at a ridienlously high level the re-
sult would be that a market would be pro-
vided here for Kastern States growers. The
same argument applies to the fixing of a
price for potatoes. If Westralian Farmers
placed a ridieulous price on potatoes, the
eommodity would immediatelv come in from
the Eastern States, and thereby the whole of
the marketing arrangements would be upset.
In a very good speech the other evening in
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which be gave a clear explanation of the posi-
tion of sections of primary producers, the
Minister for Agriculture wmenfioned that one
grower had sent 600 dozen cauliflowers to
the market. I believe the Minister often
visits the markets in order to obtain first
hand knowledge. I too have been going there
for the last 25 years and therefore know
something about what is taking place. How
ridiculous it is for a person to market cauli-
flowers in that way! Does it not pay the
grapegrower better to send in fen cases of
fruit for which he can obtain a reasonable
price rather than to send in 20 or 30 cases
and get a low price that will not pay him?
Rather than send in fruit for which he does
not obtain a reasonable return he prefers to
allow the grapes to hang on the vine. The
same applies to uncontrolled marketing of
caulifiowers and other vegetables, A board
would assist the growers; it would advise
them; it would furnish statistics of the re-
quirements of the market and organise the
growers to plant in a reasonable manner,
rather than allow them fo produce hundreds
of thousands of one particular commodity,
thus flooding the market and obtaining
nothing for all their labours.

I admit that the drafting of the Bill before
us is not complete. The power of veto is very
necessary.  That power has been use-
ful when applied to other industries in the
past. Such eontrol by the Minister is neces-
sary. If he were given that control the Gov-
ernment would probably be more favourably
disposed to the measure because it would then
fTeel itself in o position to prevent any ex-
ploitation of the public for the reason that
if the hoard fixed prices at a too high figure
or did anything elge as ridiculons, the Minis-
ter would he able to veto the action. Another
disadvantage of the Bill is that it does not
include a clause eoninining the definition of
A STOWEr.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yon will
find a definition in Clause 2.

Mr. THORN: The definition is not com-
plete.  There should be something to the
effect that a producer of say 5 cwt. of onions
or over should come under the provisions of
the Aet. The fAigure must not be foo low or
the hon. memboer will lose the control that
he desires. Hundreds of growers who pro-
duced a few ewt. of onions would net come
under the provisions of the Act, and that
would have the effect of upsetting the orderly
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nnirketing and so frustrating the desires of
the mover of the Bill. The introduction of
measures of this kind provides a elear indi-
cation of the necessity for our seriously con-
sidering in the near future the introduetion
of a comprehensive general marketing Bill
that will give the producers some protection
and a rewavd for their labours sueh as is be-
ing given to the workers through the Avbi-
(ration Court.

MER. FOX (South Fremantle—in reply)
[9.20] : 1 have no apology to make for hav-
ing introduced the Bill. Within the last
conple of years, in company with market
gardeners from Spearwood, I waited on the
Minister and urged the necessity for the Gov-
ernment to infroduce a measure to deal with
the produce of market gardeners. Unfortun-
ately, the Minister has not taken any action
in the matter and, having so many market
gardeners in my district I was requested and
gladly consented to bring down this measure
in the hope that, if passed, it would afford
them some welief. The Minister for Lands
said that T mentioned when speaking on the
second reading, that he had introduced a
Bill of this deseription. I did not mention
the Minister for Lands at all, but another
member said that the Minister for Lands had
introduneed a marketing Bill under which it
would have been possible to erveate a hoard
similar fo that proposed in this Bill. I
agree with the member for Yiigarn-Cool-
eardie (Mr. Lambert) that the time is fast
approaching when we shall have to appoint
boards to control all produce. The Minis-
ter for Lands said the worker has fo go to
the Arbitration Court. I would not mind if
everybody lhad to go te the Arbitration
Court, if it was a price-fixing tribunal. At
present the baker does not have to ask any-
hody at what priec he shall sell his bread.
Nor does the hutcher have to ask at what
price he shall sell his eat. It is time that
legislation was introdueed to provide an im-
proved standard of living for those pro-
ducers who are having a hard strugele and
whose earnings do not approximate the basic
wage, The Minister for Agriculture when
speaking on the second reading said that the
obstacles to the fixing of quotas for perish-
able commodities were almost insuperable.
Those with a lifelong experience in the in-
dustry do not take that view. As I said
previously, the time is fast approaching
when it will have to be done. In faet, it
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wounld be a good idea if at the present time
all market gardeners were registered and no
more were admitted to the industry until
conditions improved. The requirements of
the people are well known at the present
time. Records could be obtained from the
Metropolitan Markets showing the amount
of produce consumed in the metropolitan
area and throughout the State, and no diffi-
culty should be experienced in fixing a gnota
with a liberal margin to provide for crop
failures or other adverse circumstances.
Market gardeners have a right w0 the same
consideration that has been given to milk
producers and distribntors, those that are
engaged in the tramsport industry, and
others having the assistance of legislative
enactments. Some growers with whom I
have been in conversation consider that one
way to deal with over-production would be
to fix a minimum price for all produce sold
in the markets. I do not mean a price that
would be remunerative to the grower, exactly,
but a priee below which certain goods should
not be sold. It would not be the maXimwm
price. This would have the effect of keeping
tha low.grade vematohla off the market and
people wonld have a chance to get a better
ariicle than they get at present.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The mini-
mam price might beeome the maximum,

My, FOX: I do not think so. That is not
the case at present. There are great varia-
tions in the price,

The Minister for Agrieulture: If you fixed
a minimwm  price it wmight become the
maximum.

Mr. FOX: I am giving the opinion of
prominent growers in the industry.

Mr. Thorn: A better article might be pro-
duced, too.

Mr. FOX: The article of poor quality
could not then be sold in the market, becanse
the buvers would only purchase produets of
a higher standard. At present all kinds of
products are dumped on the market and
a lot remains unsold. The method suggested
would weed out the careless grower. The
Minister said that the advent of irrigation
or spraying had greatly increased the area
under production. That is so to a certain
extent, hut modern transport methods have
also been an important factor in that
respect. At one time praetically all the
vegetables consumed in the metropolitan
area were produced within 20 miles or so
of Perth, and a person could bring into
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Perth a ton of products by means of a horse
and dray. To-day a motor vehicle cau
transport five or six tons a distance of 50
te 70 miles. This has bad the cifect of
bringing a larger area under culiivation.
Unfortunately for the grower there has
ulways heen over-production. That repre-
sents n great problem. The commodities in
yuestion cannot be processed because the
growers have no machinery with which to
do that. Possibly beans, pens and cauli-
Nowers eould be processed, and if the Gov-
cernment eould assist in  that direction it
would be of advantage both to the grower
and the State. The Minister stated that in
times gone by men had made sullicient
money out of market gardening to retire.
From inquiries I have made in the Spear-
wood distriet, I am satisfied that in the last
20t vears no onc has made mnch money, and
no onc has retived. Both the Minister and
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) re-
ferred to one grower having placed 600
dozen eauliflowers on the market in one day.
I have heen told by market gardeners that
this partieular grower speeialises in ecauli-
flawere, He was g insonged ad the oo
petition against him thai he flooded the
market. He is reported to bave said, “I
will teach them to grow cauliffowers.” He
grew an extra quantity, and dumped the
whole lot on the market, with the object of
cutting out the competition. No doubt he
wns successful.  Growers have not a large
area of land to eunltivate. When they have
a failure with one erop, they are not anxious
to continue it in the following year. That
is very noticeable in the distriet T represent.
In one year a certain vegetable may bring a
good price, and many growers enitivate it in
anficipation of a favourable senson in the
following year. When that time comes it is
found that all have a surplus of the vegetable,
and there js a slump in the price. That is
not likely to happen with canliflowers next
vear, for I should not be surprised if this
prodact brought a high price. The Minister
also said that the value of a commodity de-
pended on the state of the market which, in
turn, depended on the needs of the con-
snmer. A man’s labour is the only com-
modity he has to sell. Thousands of people
have only that te dispose of. Market gar-
deners have only the product of their labout
to sell. 1f a hundred men were required for
a job and a thousand men applied for it,
the Minister would not argue that the thou-
sand shonld undercut each other to see wheo
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would fill the positions. In a sense, that is
what happens with the market gardener.

To meet such a position the trade
union movement was cstablished in the
closing decades of the 18th century. JMost

workers arve now brought under various
arbitration awards. With certain modifiea-
tions the market gardeners stand where the
early trade unionists stood. It is the duty
of every trade unionist to hold ouf a helping
hand so that he may obtain better conditions.

There is no surplus of loecally-grown
onions, It would, therefore, be an easy mat-
ter for the board to regulate the sale of that
commodity. If the consumption is 50 tons a
week, it is no use puiting 100 tons or 200
tons on the market. The Onion Marketing
Board could follow the same procedure that
is followed by the board which disposes of
apples. The requirements of the market are
known and are regulated so that there is
always sufficient for the needs of the con-
sumers, but never a glet. The Minister
could find no record of anyone buying onions
for storage on the ground that they would
not keep. That is a libel on the local article.
Growers arc definitely of opinion that onions
can be stored for threc months without loss
or deterioration. 1 have been told that tho
loeal product keeps better than the early Vie-
torian onion, known as “the Globe,” which
comes in first, but does not keep as well as
the “Brown Spanish,” which takes longer to
grow and eomes in later. Ome grower in
Spearwood told me he had kept onions for
six months. He lost onily 20 per cent. be-
cause they started to grow. Local onions
will keep at least three months. Some have
been sent to Singapore. TLast year a small
shipment of onions was exported there and
others have been sent to Sydney and have
carried well. If a board were appointed, it
might be able to export onions during the
season without unduly raising the local price.
Tf it were able to export a fair quantity with-
out raising the price beyond £10, it would be
doing a service to the growers as well as to
the State. The Minister said it would be in-
cumbent on the board to store any excess,
and this would be likely to involve the orga-
nisation in heavy loss. Those who want the
board estabiished have had three years' ex-
perience of fhe voluntary pool, and shonld
be in a position to see that it properly ear-
ried out ifs functions. It is not intended
that the board itsclf shall store onions. The
board would require no premises for this
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purpose. The task would devolve upon the
growers. They would be directed to send a
certain quantity of onions to a particular
merchant or store. In the event of a eom-
plaint from those who received the onions,
either as to the quality or any other defect
the board would immediately make investiga-
tions, and if the complaint was found to be
Justified, a deduction could be made. The
intention of the heard will not be to erect
extensive storage buildings and thercby in-
cur heavy expense. The Minister stated that
no person was making a living out of grow-
ing onions alone. That is correct, but in the
Spearwood distriect the main crop of the
market gardener is onions. Onions are the
main source of his income. The Dlinister
said there were 63 growers in the Spearwood
district, but I have the names of 95 persons
growing onions at the present time in the
Spearwood and Coogee areas. The number
may be greater, so the figures given by the
Minister are not correet.

The Minister for Agrieulture: My figures
arc official.

Mr. FOX; Officials often make mistakes.

The Minister for Agriculture: Possibly
vour fizures are not correct.

Mr. FOX: The man who gave me the
figures would not make a mistake. He lives
in the distriet. I ean give the Minister the
names and addresses of the 95 growers, so
that he ean cheek the fizures himself and as-
certain whether or not they are correet. I
cannot say of my own knowledge that they
are acenrate.

The Minister for Agriculture: Are you in-
eluding growers with a holding of a quarter
of an acre npwards?

Mr. FOX: I do not know the arca.

The DMinister for Agriculture: My state-
ment was definite: I said 65 growers with
holdings of a quarter of an acre upwards.
There may be 105 growers if some of them
have a holding of less than a quarter of an
aete in extent.

Mr. FOX: The growers whose names I
kave, produce considerable quantities of
onions. The person who supplied me with
the names had in mind growers with a hold-
ing of half an acre and upwards, because
those growers wonld be entitled to a vote for
members of the board. The growers gene-
rally have holdings of half an acre to three
ncres.

The Minister for Agriculture: Would you
be willing to include sueh a gualifieation in
the Bill?
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Mr. FOX: Affer the discussion that bas
taken place to-night, I shall have another
talk with some of my constitnents to ascer-
tain whether the suggestion by the Minis-
ter is acceptable. Perhaps the area I have
mentioned is too large, but the growers
ought to he the best judges of their business.
Qur growers produce practically all the
onions consumed in Western Awustralia be-
tween December and March; the imports
during that peried are negligible. Imme-
diately the loeal onions go off the market,
however, the price goes up. That is notice-
ahle. The price of our onions is controlled
by the Eastern States price; so, even if the
proposed board has power to fix prices, the
chance of the consumer here being exploited
is not great. The Minister guoted some
figures of losses in Vietoria. The Victorian
board made advances to many growers on
their own estimate of production. In Vie-
toria, to inspeet the whole onion erop of
the State would be very difficult, but to de
s0 in Western Australia is a simple matter,
because nearly all the loeal onions are pro-
duced in a very limifted area, within iZ or
15 miles of Perth. The board would make
an investigation of the crop and advance
the grower a certain sum on his estimated
tonnage. That would enable the grower tc
meet some of bis pressing obligations. At
present, each grower is pitted against the
other. A grower desirous of selling his
onions usually approaches a merchant. The
merchant inquires the price, and having
been told what it is, usnallv says, “T ean
got them cheaper elsewhere.” The result is
that the grower’s price is beaten down and
he does not get a fair price. If the board
were constituted, it could make an advanee
to the grower and consequently he need not
approach the merchant in an endeavour to
sell his erop, or a few tons, at a price below
what is reasonable.

The figures quoted by the Minister in re-
gard to the production of onions in Vie-
toria show the absolute necessity for some
contro] of production. He said that of the
1936-37 crop 11,000 tons were destroyed and
10,000 tons remained unsold, so that 21,000
tons represented a waste of effort. If some
workers went out on strike for better condi-
tions and remained unemploved for two or
three davs, we would be swamped with statis-
ties showing the number of hours lost and
the amount lost by the workers; but we do
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not get statistics in such a case as the Minis-
ter mentioned, showing the hours of labour
lost in producing the 21,000 tons of onions
that were unsaleable, nor particulars of the
expense of sorting the erop and carting it
into storage sheds. I venture to say that if
we could obtain direct particulars of the
amount so lost, it would be found to be much
greater than the loss sustained in a strike
such as I mentioned.

Member: It is a eriminal waste.

Mr. FOX: Yes. The Government's duty
is to see that over-production and waste of
that description are avoided, especially if
the commodity is produced here for local
consumption. Of course, if the surplus can
he exported, that is a different matter.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It wounld not be waste
if people had the money to buy the com-
modity.

Mr. FOX: If we could nationalise produe-
tion, distribution and exchange, we would be
able to make everything go round. The mem-
ber for Toodyay said that I ought to be en
s side of the Houge. I think cama of my
ideas would be too advanced for him. I do
not think he would subscribe to them.

Mr. Thorn: We would keep you in order.

Mr. FOX: The system 1 have mentioned
is the only system under which there wonld
be no waste of produetion. Each man would
produce his quota and there would be no
waste at all. The Minister also said that
the board was too large. The Minister for
Lands suggested a board that he might be
prepared to support. When we reach the
Committee stage perhaps the Minister's sug-
gestion will be adopted. I have no objection
to a smaller board; in faet, I think five mem-
bers are too many. I do not think the ex-
penses of the proposed board will amount to
anything approaching the expenses of the
Victorian board. In faect, the expenses
shonld be very light. The season lasts 13
or 14 weeks and a secretary could be em-
ployed for that period at an appropriate
salary. He could do other work, as the joh
would be a part-time one only; he should
nevertheless he well paid for it. There
would be mno neeessity for the board
to meet more than once a week; perhaps
once a fortnight would be quite sufficient.
I have no hesitation in saying that the ex-
penses of the board would not represent
more than 2 per cent. of the value of the
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whole erop. The growers merely require a
tair deal, and I am satistied they would be
content with a price approximating £10 a
ton, Such a price would not inflict any
hardship on the communify, nor wounld it
affect the cost of living. The consnmption
of onions is aboui 14 Ibs. per head and,
taking lhe average family as comprising
four members, that would mean a total
consumption for that family of 56 lbs, in
a year, which, at wholesale prices, would
represent an cxpenditure of less than 5s. per
family per year.

My, SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon.
member is introducing new matter, and he
must not do that.

Mr. FOX: I am not introducing new mat-
ter. I unnderstood both the Minister for
Lands and the Minister for Agrieulture to
say that the board might fix the price as high
as it liked.

The Minister for Agriculture: That state-
ment was not made. I said that the board
would fix the price.

My, FOX: The Minister for Lands said
the board could fix the price as high as it
liked.

The Minister for Agriculture: At any
rate, I did not say that.

My. FOX: I ecarnestly appeal to mem-
bers to support the Bill. The onion pro-
ducers are entitled to a decent standard of
living, and they are not enjoying that at
present. During the week, I read a report
in the Press in whieh if was stated that
at a conference of market-gardeners, one
grower said men in the indusiry were work-
ing seven days a week and 18 hours
a day. No member of the House
should stand for such conditions. Ever
singe. I have been in Western Austra-
lia, I have taken a prominent part in indus-
trial matters, and have endeavoured to do
what I could to assist those with whom I
have been associated. In view of the posi-
tion of the market-gardeners, I felt it my
duty to do what I could to improve their
conditions. I hope members will support
the Bill, so as to provide market-gardeners
with a fair deal, improve their eonditions
and enable them to pay their employees
better wages and give them beffer condi-
tions.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Commitlce,
Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; Mr. Fox in
churge of the Bill,

Clanse 1—agreed to,
Progress reported.

BILL-JURY ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Hesumed from the 21st Sepfember, My,
Swmpsen in the Chair; Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
in charge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reporfed
on Clouse 3 to which Alr, Sleeman had
moved an amendment to strike out the
words ;— “who has the property qualifiea-
tion renquired of a male juror under the
preceding subsection.’’

Amendment put and passed.

My, NORTH: I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division iaken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 13
Noes . . .. 23
Majority agninst .. 10
AYES.
Mr. Boyle Mr, Seward
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Shearn
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Waits
Mr. McDongld Mr. Welsh
Mr. Mclarty Mr. Willmott
Mr. North Mr. Doney
Mr. Patrick {Teller.}
NOBa.
Mr. Coverley Mr. Raphael
Mr. Croas Mr, Rodorede
Mr. Doust Mr. Sleeman
Me. Fox Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Hawka Mr. Styants
Mr. Hegray Mr. Thorn
Migs Holman Mr, Tonkin
Mr., Lambert Me. Troy
Mr. Leahy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Mnrshall Mr. Withers
alr. Millington Mr. Wise
Mr. Nulsen (Teller.)

Motion (progress) thus negatived.
Mr. SLEEMAN: T move an amendment—

That in the proposed new subsection the
following words be struck out:—*and who
notifies in writing addressed to the Resident or
Police Magistrate of the distriet in which she
resides that she desires to serve as a juror.”’

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following resnlt:—

Avyes
Noes

ol B8

Majority for
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AYLES,
Mr. Coverley Mr, Raphael
Mr, Cross M1. Rodoreda
Mr, Doust Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Fox Mr, F. U, L. Smilh
Mr. Hawke Mr, Styauts
Mr., Hegnoy Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Lambert Mr. Troy
Mr. Lenhy Mr, Wilson
Mr, Marshall Mr. Wise
Mr. Mllington Miss Holman
Mr. Nulsen (Teller.)
NOES,
]h&r. I]:;oy]a Mr, Seward
r. Doney Mr.
Mr, McDonald Mr. %::;
Mr. McLarty Myr. Welsh
Mr. North Mr, ‘Willmott
Mr. Patrick Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
(Teller.,
A PAlRg,
EB, Noes.
Mr. Qollier Mr, Keenan
Mr. Willcgck Mr., Latham
Mr. Needham Mr. Warner
Mr. Panton Mr. Stobbs

Amendment thus passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.3 p.m.

Pegislative Council,
Thursday, 29th September, 1938.

PA
Questions ; Police Act Amendment B, dlscusslon
Youth employment, Federal grant 1

Leave of absence 1133
Resolution : Ym:npl Sound fren ore deposlts Commcm
wealth embargo e 1141
Bills: State Government Insurance Oﬂiee 28, 1133
Health Act Amendment 2R. 1184
Fair Rents, 2B . 1185
Yodustrial Arbitration Act Amendment, 2m. ... 1138
Lighta {Navigation Pratection), 2E., Com repurt. 1144
Alsatian Dog Act Amendment, 2R, 1144

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—POLICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Hon. L. CRAIG (without notice) asked
the Chicf Secretary: Will he give the House
an opportunity next week to diseuss Order
of the Day No. 10 (Police Act Amendment
Bill}.

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Pro-
vided that time is available, yes.
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QUESTION—YOUTH EMPLOYMENT.
Federal Grant.

Hon. A, THOMSOX asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is the following statement,
whieh appeared in the “West Australian
on the 24th September, 1938, correct :—

Unemployed Youths:
Distribution of Federal Grant:

Canberra, September 23.—Details of the dis-
tribution of money made available by the Com-
monwealth Government for the technical train-
ing of unemployed youths in the various States
Jast year, and the extent to which this amount
totalling £200,000 was subgidised by State
Government grants, were given by the Prime
Afinister (Mr. Lyons) in the House of Repre-
sentatives to-day.

New South Wales received £79,000, Vietorig
£55,000, Queensland £25,000, South ' Australia
£19,000, Western Australia £14,000, and Tas-
mania £8,000. The New South Wales Govern-
ment, provided an additional £100,000, Victoria
£55,000, South Australia £15,000 and Tasmania
£8,000. The Queensland Government undertook
to provide £25,250 and the Prime Minister is
awaiting information regarding Western Aue-
tralia?

2, (a) What steps are beina taken to imple-

tochnicnl frainine of mmlaend
et eH
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vouths in Western Australia; (b) when ean
the Federal Government expect the desired
information of the proposals of this State?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 2,
(a) FPExtensions in the system of technieal
training at the Perth Technical College, Kal-
uoorlie and Wiluna Schools of Mines, and
Muresk  Agricultural College, have been
effeeted, and plans for fnrther extensions
are now being prepared; (b) information
was forwarded to the 1Mon. the Prime Min-
ister on the 20th September.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On notion by Hon. E. H. Angelo, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. G. W. Miles (North) on the ground
of private bhusiness.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE.

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [4.35]: This session marks
the seventh oceasion when this Chamber has
been asked to legalise the activities of the



